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Fall/2012 Number 4-12 

Greetings Idaho SRM members, 

I believe one of the most important parts of being a member in a professional society 
is being an ambassador to your profession. There are many ways this can be ac-
complished, ranging from a dinner conversation with family to a formal presentation 
at a conference.  

It’s no secret that I love working with youth and helping them to know the many 
benefits and resources provided by rangelands. As a parent of a young child, I’m in-
creasingly troubled that many youth—particularly those from urban areas—know little 
about where the world’s food and fiber comes from. One of the easiest ways each of 
us can be an ambassador to rangelands is by getting involved with existing youth 
education events.  

If you have ever thought about finding a way to get more involved in your community 
or reach out to young people to inspire their futures, there is no better time than the 
present. One such event that has a national reach is the Canon Envirothon event, 
organized by the NACD. Each year this event is themed around a natural resource 
topic that provides a set of learning objectives for the participants. The 2013 theme is 
“Sustainable Rangelands.” To my knowledge, this is the first time that this national 
event has been themed around rangelands—what a fantastic opportunity for people 
who care about rangelands to jump in and help spread the word about their signifi-
cance to society! 

If you would like to work with youth making preparations for this event, contact your 
local conservation district or give me a call. The national event will be held in August 
2013 at MSU in Bozeman. 

I hope to see many of you at the winter meeting (details below) or at the annual 
meeting in Oklahoma City.  

Sending warm wishes to you and your families during the holiday season, 

Lovina 

President’s Message 
Lovina Roselle 
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Inside this issue: 

Idaho SRM Winter 

Meeting will be 

held with Range 

Livestock Sympo-

sium Jan. 10 & 11 

North Central Idaho Grazing Conference 

January 8, 2013 at Lewis-Clark State College in Lewiston (flyer attached) 

Intermountain Rangeland Livestock Symposium and Technical Training 

January 10-11, 2013 at College of Southern Idaho in Twin Falls (flyer attached) 

Upcoming Workshops 

http://www.envirothon.org/2013-learning-objectives
http://iascd.org/
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Winter Meeting Update – Call for Donations to Support 
the Brian Miller Scholarship Fund Silent Auction 

Lovina Roselle & Meribeth Lomkin 

The section winter meeting will be held in conjunction with the Intermountain Rangeland Livestock Sympo-
sium and Technical Training, January 10-11 at the College of Southern Idaho in Twin Falls (see attached 
flyer). Meeting information and registration at http://idrange.org.  

Section Awards: We will have an awards presentation during Thursday evening dinner at the Turf Club (734 
Falls Ave.)  Please be sure and register for the dinner. 

Business Meeting: A short business meeting will be held over a 7am no-host breakfast Friday morning at 
Idaho Joe’s. 598 Blue Lakes Blvd N. 

Call for donations! It is time once again to start thinking about the Brian Miller Scholarship fundraising silent 
auction.  This scholarship supports students majoring in rangeland ecology and management at the Univer-
sity of Idaho. 

Details are yet to be worked out, but there will be some sort of silent auction this year in conjunction with the 
winter meeting.  Be on the lookout for potential items to donate to the auction, and as always, come to the 
auction with your fat checkbook and bid high/bid often!  If you have questions, suggestions, or an item to do-
nate but you won’t be at the winter meeting, contact Meribeth at 208-358-1533 and we will figure something 
out.  There are several people willing to spend your money for you too if you tell us how much you want to 
spend.  Be sure to stop by the tables during the winter meeting bid high and bid often because your hard 
earned money will go to support a well-deserving student. 

Learn more about Brian Miller or the scholarship offered at the University of Idaho. 

2013 Annual Meeting Social 

If you are headed to Oklahoma City for the 2013 Annual Meeting and Trade Show, mark your calendars to 
attend the joint Idaho Section and University of Idaho Alumni social.  

Tuesday, February 5 at 5:30 

Meeting Room 4, Renaissance Hotel Convention Center 

As stated by Jenny Pluhar in a recent Rangeland News article, “SRM is people. Lots of people. People of all 
stripes.” Stop by the social for a chance to connect—say hello to friends old and new, share a drink, make 
dinner plans, and network. 

Young Professionals Conclave 

Are you someone who has been in your career less than 10 years and motivated to get more involved in 

SRM committees and activities? The national SRM Young Professionals Conclave (YPC) wants to get 

you involved! Contact Angie Reid, YPC President, to learn more areid@ttrs.org, 850-893-4153 ext. 432, 

or give Lovina a call to see how we could get a section conclave established.   

http://idrange.org
http://idaho.rangelands.org/BrianMiller-Obituary.docx
http://idaho.rangelands.org/MillerScholarshipInfo.doc
mailto:areid@ttrs.org
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Idaho FFA students take to the field 

Taking on plant identification and stocking rate problems is not for every high school student but several 

young minds took on the challenge at the 2012 state Range Assessment Career Development (CDE), held 

October 9th in Burley. Students worked through various stations in the field to learn more about each aspect 

of range. At the stations, students estimated how much plant mass had been grazed during the season, 

identified a selection of common range plants, estimated amount and variation of forbs at the site and esti-

mated how many pounds of grasses, forbs, and shrubs were produced in the latest growing season. This 

event offered an opportunity to showcase the knowledge the students have gained in their high school agri-

culture and FFA programs, as well as instruction received from their advisor in preparation for this contest. 

This effort was made possible in coordination with the Idaho Rangeland Re-

source Commission, the University of Idaho, Natural Resource Conservation 

Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the Idaho Soil and Water Conser-

vation Commission. “It was a beautiful, warm and windless day, which made 

perfect to get on-the-ground and put the students range knowledge to the 

test,” said BLM rangeland management specialist Joanna Tjaden. 

The top five high-scoring individuals were: Maggie Brown, first place 

(Gooding); Henry Wilson, second place (Kuna); Caleb Ball, third place (West 

Jefferson); Yomar Arnold, fourth place (Kuna); and Armondo Jimenez, fifth 

place (Wendell). The first- through fifth-place teams included: Kuna, West Jef-

ferson, Gooding, Shoshone and Rigby, respectively. Winners received award 

plaques, sponsored by the Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission (IRRC). 

Held in conjunction with the state Soils CDE, this event provides a great op-

portunity for high school students to showcase their rangeland knowledge and 

field skill competencies. 

The Rangeland Assessment CDE is a joint effort between the University of 

Idaho Rangeland Center and the IRRC, powered by volunteers from various 

state and federal agencies. Karen Launchbaugh, Rangeland Center Director, 

serves as the event superintendent. 

A few volunteers deserve special recognition.  Meribeth Lomkin with the Idaho Department of Lands, along 

with Danelle Nance and Joanna Tjaden  with Shoshone BLM, have been long-time volunteers for this event 

and served as key Idaho SRM representatives. Meribeth provided chapter advisors information about the 

SRM High School Youth Forum delegate selection process and helped orchestrate the event. Jon Hogge, 

the new Jefferson County Extension Educator, served as the representative for the University of Idaho and 

oversaw the event site set-up. Jason Theodozio, rangeland management specialist from the Burley BLM 

field office was integral in selecting the event site. Sincere thanks to the IRRC and Gretchen Hyde, Execu-

tive Director, for lending tremendous support to the event.  

In addition to the collaboration from the U-Idaho Rangeland Center and IRRC, the state Rangeland Assess-

ment CDE is made possible by support from membership within the Idaho section of SRM. Thanks to the 

Idaho Section membership for making this event possible and encouraging bright futures in range! 

FFA students examine vegetation 

to determine utilization during the 

State Rangeland Assessment 

event held near Burley.  

Lovina Roselle &  Danelle Nance 
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This Quarter in Idaho SRM History…Excerpts from 

Newsletters in the History Treasure Trove: 

10 Years Ago – Winter 2003 Idaho Section Society for Range Management Newsletter 
 
Summary of 2002 Section Meeting in Pocatello.  Congratulations to Gretchen Hyde who was awarded the 
Top Hand Award at the meeting in Pocatello.  Notes on the Section get together in Casper.  Also included: 
election information, candidate profiles, and ballot.   
 
30 Years Ago – December 1983 Idaho Section Society for Range Management Newsletter 
 
The Joint Idaho-Nevada winter meeting was held in Jackpot with nearly 200 members and guests in atten-
dance.   
The agenda included: two panel discussions, one on the future of range improvements, the other on winter 
grazing opportunities in the Intermountain Region.  A presentation on brush control research in Idaho and Ne-
vada.  Presentations on rangeland monitoring programs in Idaho and Nevada, and discussions of new plant 
releases for western rangelands.   
Other notes from the 1983 winter meeting include: Forest Fretwell, a fourth generation rancher from Jordan 
Valley, OR, was named the Idaho Section Top Hand for 1983.  Ken Sanders was presented the Idaho Sec-
tion President’s award.  University of Idaho Student Bob Josaitis won the plant ID contest. 
 
President’s Corner includes notes on early planning for the 1987 International Meeting to be held in Boise.   
 
Lyman Richwine news includes notes on four straight seasons of above average precipitation and growing 
conditions and comments on the increase of applications for small hydropower systems on public lands.  A 
paragraph including first hand stories from the Chapter’s earthquake included “Some roads ended up needing 
signs saying You can’t get there from here”.  Also included in the Chapter report is this gem: “Only the coyo-
tes enjoyed the Chapter’s summer tour and barbecue in the beautiful Birch Creek Valley, because nobody 
came.”   
Historians query?  Was that a direct result of the earthquake? 
 
A report on two improved varieties of Idaho fescue – Joseph and Nezpurs. 
 
A report on the findings of a study of the toxic compound in Bur Buttercup believed responsible for the 1979 
sudden death of 150 ewes on a fenced, 20 acre pasture in Central Utah vegetated predominantly with the 
weed.  The toxin is ranunculin, and the growth stage of bur buttercup with the highest concentration of the 
toxin is the early flower stage.   
 
The back page of the newsletter includes “Idaho Section History – 1951-1957”, compiled in 1963 by: Peter W. 
Taylor, Ray F. Blair, and Jerome Evans. 

Meribeth Lomkin 

2013 Newsletter Schedule 

Shannon Williams 

Everyone is invited to submit articles and details of events for the newsletter.  Here is the 2013 schedule: 
Winter: Articles due February 15; Newsletter out March 15 
Spring:  Articles due May 15; Newsletter out June 15 
Summer:  Articles due August 15; Newsletter out September 15 
Fall:  Articles due November 15;  Newsletter out December 15 

Email your articles and pictures to shannonw@uidaho.edu. 
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Backpack Guide to Idaho’s Range Plants 
Lovina Roselle 

Idaho’s vast rangeland landscapes are rich with diverse plant life that can intrigue the curious and observant 
naturalist. This full-color guide is designed to help readers learn to recognize some of the most common and 
important rangeland plants in Idaho and discover how and where they grow.  
 
The 170-page guide includes 69 key species that rangeland plant enthusiasts should know, including a selec-
tion of grasses, grass-likes, forbs, shrubs and trees. Each plant is illustrated with a line drawing and color 
photographs to aid with field identification. Photos include close-ups of the flowering parts, whole plant and 
plant community. Readers will find useful information—such as plant identifying characteristics and potential 
look-alikes—written in a non-technical terms. A glossary is included to define unfamiliar terms, and diagrams 
aid in identifying various plant parts, structures, and shapes. Background information provides a general de-
scription of the major rangeland ecoregions and land ownership in Idaho. 
 
Whether you are an educator, rangeland professional, rancher, or curious by the 
wide array of plants found on Idaho’s diverse rangelands, this guide is a great re-
source to add to your backpack, vehicle or reference library. The book will be avail-
able for purchase by Christmastime at http://idrange.org for $20 plus $5 shipping and 
handling fee. All proceeds go to support a student internship at the University of 
Idaho Rangeland Center. 
 
This guide is brought to you by The University of Idaho Rangeland Center and the 
Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission who are mutually dedicated to fostering the 
understanding and sustainable stewardship of Idaho’s vast rangeland landscapes by 
providing scientifically-based educational resources about rangeland ecology and 
management. Photographs in this guide are from friends, faculty, students and 
alumni of the University of Idaho Rangeland Center.  

2012 Brian Miller Scholarship Thank-You 

Dear Idaho SRM, 

My name is Daniel Romano. I am a senior at UI majoring in Rangeland Ecology and Management. I have 
been an active member of the Range Club and served as president last year. I wanted to thank you all for 
contributing to Idaho’s rangeland future and selecting me as the recipient of the Brian Miller Memorial Schol-
arship. This past summer I had the opportunity to work in the NRCS office where Brian served as DC. The 
staff remembered Brian and told me stories from the past. It was a great experience. 

Thanks again,  

Danny Romano 

Idaho SRM High School Youth Forum 
Meribeth Lomkin 

If you plan to attend the SRM meeting in Oklahoma City, watch the Daily Trail Boss for the HSYF presenta-

tion schedule so that you can support Idaho’s delegates as they make their presentations on Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 5, 2013. 

http://idrange.org
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Student Chapter Roundup 

Greetings from Northern Idaho! It seems that fall is upon us. We’ve had a pretty 
quiet summer on the budget front, but here is a report of what we’ve accomplished. 
We managed to wrangle in quite a few people for the summer tour, making a small profit of $300 which will 
go to help fund a HSYF student to go to Oklahoma for the Parent Society Meeting. Thanks to everyone who 
made that happen.  
Our overall finances are still sitting about $12,800 dollars above our $8,000 minimum operating budget! Ex-

cellent work to all the section officers and board of directors for staying in the black!   

An update for the great work that was accomplished at the Parent Society Meeting in Spokane; we have 

received our first of four payments towards our $8,000 that the Idaho section will receive.  These payments 

should keep coming until this next spring.  Again, thanks to all who made the Spokane meeting a success!  

Through the smoky fall semester, the Student Section of the Idaho SRM at U-Idaho 
has been in its own firestorm of activity. Range Cup, Chapter Display, URME, and Plant ID teams are all 
meeting in preparation for the Annual Meeting in Oklahoma City. Fundraising for the trip has also been a 
top priority. The Range club sold Dutch oven cobblers at the U-Idaho Ag Days, as well as held our tradi-
tional Barn Dance on campus. To usher in the season while raising money, club members also helped at 
the Clearwater Corn Maze in Lewiston throughout the month of October. Our newest fundraiser has ac-
tively been actively showcasing our Vandal pride: we have cleaned up the Kibble Dome after 3 home foot-
ball games.  
Another noteworthy event included the Range Club’s renovation of the reading room in the Rangeland 
Center office at the CNR. This was our way of saying thanks for the support of the Rangeland Center, as 
well as celebrating the community learning environment that is a signature part of the range program at U-
Idaho.  
The Range Club hosted Steve Ellis, the State Director of BLM on Tuesday, October 23rd. This event was 
open to the public, and began at 5:30 PST in CNR 209. The State Director presented on “Rangeland 
Challenges and BLM Opportunities.” A social with the director and range students in the Rangeland Cen-
ter Reading Room preceded his talk. The Coeur d’ Alene District Manager, Gary Cooper also visited the 
Range Club.  
In preparation for the cooler seasons of the year, a group of 8 Range Club students flew into Taylor 
Ranch to help winterize the weekend of October 20th.  
To round out the season, we plan to hold a Range Club Christmas Party in addition to the Rangeland 
Center’s “Christmas on the Range” potluck. The Club party will include treats, movies, and a white ele-
phant gift exchange. It will take place at the CNR Learning Living Community on December 8th.  

Brooke Jacobson 

Aubrey Woodcock 

Idaho SRM Treasurer’s Report  

Western National Rangeland Career Development Event  
Juley Smith 

Each year, FFA programs throughout the west host regional and state Career Development Events (CDEs) 
in Rangeland Assessment.  The top teams in each state are invited to participate in the Western National 
Rangeland Career Development Event.  The FFA Western National Rangeland CDE is a premier range 
judging event that is uniquely designed to be relevant to issues faced by land managers on western range-
lands.  The event rotates around the western states each year, benefiting both students and partners by 
offering diverse perspectives.  As the event continues to grow in popularity, we have expanded to over 70 
participants from five western states.  

The 2012 Western National Rangeland CDE was held in Idaho Falls November 5-6, 2012.  Approximately 
80 students from Idaho, Utah, Nevada, and Wyoming participated in the event, along with volunteers from 
the BLM, US Forest Service, NRCS, Idaho Department of Lands, USDA-Agricultural Research Service, the 
University of Idaho Rangeland Center and Extension Service, the Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission, 
the Idaho Section of the Society for Range Management, College of Southern Idaho, University of Wyo-
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Sagebrush Steppe Symposium  

ming, Utah State University, University of Nevada-Reno, and Great Basin College.  Several Idaho SRM 
members and members of the UI Range Club assisted with setting up the contest site and helping students 
at a skills building field session on Monday, and helped at the contest and quiz bowl on Tuesday.   

This hands-on event has a contemporary field component with five categories: 

plant identification and ecological site description 

rangeland management and similarity to site potential 

habitat evaluation for domestic grazers 

habitat evaluation for wildlife 

stocking rate calculations and management recommendations. 

Students also participate in a rangeland career exploration activity involving direct interaction with profes-
sionals from several natural resource management agencies and organizations.  Employees from several 
land and resource management agencies and universities were on hand to discuss career opportunities and 
pathways to jobs working in rangelands.   

This year, the top five teams were all from Idaho:  the Rigby FFA team won first place, West Jefferson took 
second place, Shoshone placed third, Kuna took fourth place, and Gooding placed fifth.  Maggie Brown 
from Gooding won the high individual score.   

The goal of this contest is to raise awareness about rangelands and introduce career opportunities to high 
school students.  Connecting youth with rangeland professionals is a solid pathway to attracting students to 
career opportunities on the range and one approach to increasing the number of rangeland professionals 
ready to enter the workforce.  Participants can also apply the knowledge they have gained to the areas in 
which they live, work, and recreate. 

 

 

Western National Rangeland CDE continued  

Roger Blew 
What: Understanding the Response of Native and Invasive Plants to Disturbance 

A symposium presented by: The INL Site Environmental Surveillance, Education, and Research Program and 
Montana State University 

Where: Center for Advance Energy Studies, Auditorium, 995 University Blvd., Idaho Falls 

When: December 12, 2012 at 1:30 p.m.   More information: Roger D. Blew at 208-227-9043 

  

Cheatgrass response to fire refutes the conventional wisdom at the INL Site 

Kimberley Taylor, Tyler Brummer, Matt Lavin and Bruce Maxwell:   Cheatgrass, Bromus tectorum, is a wide-

spread invader of the semiarid Western US.  It has been cited as a prototypical example of the positive feed-

back between fire and invasive grasses because it has the potential to increase fire frequency and then often 

dominates areas after fire.  We collected cheatgrass abundance data in unburned areas and areas that 

burned between one and 15 years previously at the INL Site.  Given its behavior in the Great Basin, we would 

expect that cheatgrass abundance would be greater in the burned plots than the unburned plots.  However, 

we found that cheatgrass abundance was unrelated to fire and that native grasses actually had a stronger 

response.  While it is possible that the INL Site is just an anomaly, we suggest that climatic factors prevent 

cheatgrass from having the advantage over native grasses that it does in other areas of the West. 

Physical disturbance more than fire profoundly shapes plant biodiversity in INL Site sagebrush steppe 

Idaho, Montana, and adjacent parts of Wyoming.  West & Young’s distinction of the sagebrush steppe from 

Great Basin sagebrush may be warranted.  

http://wnrcde.wordpress.com/explore-careers/
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Name That Idaho Drainage 
Meribeth Lomkin 

Name that Idaho Drainage! 

Submit your guess with the 

name of this Idaho waterway 

to: 

mlomkin@idl.idaho.gov 

Sagebrush Steppe Symposium continued 

Matt Lavin, Tyler Brummer, Ryan Quire, Bruce Maxwell, and Lisa Rew:  The land within the INL Site provides 

an ideal setting to study the ecological factors that shape plant diversity in the sagebrush steppe.  Postfire 

vegetation in this area readily rebounds to the high levels of prefire native plant diversity.  In contrast, physical 

disturbance including construction and overgrazing reduces native plant diversity but not necessarily total 

plant diversity.  A community phylogenetic analysis reveals that physical disturbance, but not fire, changes 

the fundamental taxonomic composition of sagebrush steppe plant diversity.  This finding is probably not spe-

cific to this region of the upper Snake River Plains but is probably general to the sagebrush steppe in south-

eastern  

southeastern Idaho, Montana, and adjacent parts of Wyoming.  West & Young’s distinction of the sagebrush 

steppe from Great Basin sagebrush may be warranted. 

Predicting invasive plant species distributions at present and into the future: how occurrence data 

with models can be used to inform management planning. 

Tyler Brummer, Bruce Maxwell, Megan Higgs, Lisa Rew 

Development of a strategic management plan for invasive plant species within a management unit is predi-

cated on knowledge of where target species are initially and what they are likely to do in the future. Full cen-

suses of entire management units is generally unfeasible due to logistical and budgetary restraints, however 

a strategic survey of the area of interest can produce species occurrence data efficiently to be integrated into 

species distribution models. If these surveyed sites are revisited in multiple years, factors influencing the colo-

nization and extinction of target species can be ascertained and metapopulation trajectories determined. We 

present a general sampling framework that can efficiently generate data to inform species distribution models 

and models of metapopulation dynamics, and suggest how the predictions from these models may be inte-

grated into management planning. 

Ken Crane had the closest guess for this picture, so he 

wins a spud fudge.   The correct answer is:  

Lower Palisades Lake. 

Thanks to Tracy Behrens for providing this photo! 

mailto:mlomkin@idl.idaho.gov
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SOCIETY FOR RANGE MANAGEMENT  

IDAHO SECTION OFFICERS 

Officers 

President, Lovina Roselle  885-6536 

Pres. Elect, Juley Hankins-Smith 709-8012 

Past President, Roger Blew 525-9358  

Secretary, Meribeth Lomkin  358-1533 

Treasurer, Aubrey Woodcock  762-4939  

 

Chapter Officers 

Northern Director, Sydney Yuncevich  879-2344  

Southern Director, Danelle Nance, 539-1593 

Western Director, Rusty Norrie  549-4256  

Lyman Richwine Director,  Rosana Rieth 

UI Range Club Pres., Josh Corbett, 208-716-2602  
BYU-Idaho Chapter Advisor , Dave Stricklan 496-4646 

There are lots of opportunities for you to 

become involved in the section’s activities.  

Give Roger Blew, Lovina Roselle or a 

Director, or a committee chair a call and find 

out how you can get involved. 

                                  Next Newsletter Deadline is  

February 15, 2013 

 

 

                    Send your articles and pictures  

                                 (.jpg format)  to:  

                               Shannon Williams 

                         shannonw@uidaho.edu 

 

Idaho Section 
Society for Range Management 

PO Box 263 

Jerome, ID 83338 

Newsletters on the Web 

http://idaho.rangelands.org 

Students from Idaho, Nevada, Utah and Wyoming 

competed in the Western National Rangeland 

CDE November 5-6, 2012 near Idaho Falls, ID  

Barry Pate, with College of Southern Idaho, 

talks to students during the Rangeland Career 

Exposition held during the Western National 

Rangeland CDE.  


