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We had a great time in British
Columbia and wish everyone
who wanted to go, could have.
Meribeth and I spent a lot of time
attending Advisory Council
Meetings and the like. I think we
brought a lot of good information
back to the Section that we are
disseminating amongst our members.

tion members as national Directors. Dean Steve Daley Laursen
from the U of I also spoke and
assured everyone that he was
very attuned to the need to keep
the Range Dept at U of I a viable
resource. I think by his attendance, we can be assured that he
is working to keep Range Management in the mix.

Section, we could be forced to
combine with another Section. I
am convinced that we should be
able to remain a viable Section as
long as we all work together.

Therefore, let’s talk about the
Membership Committee. Juley
Hankins has graciously accepted
the offer to remain as Membership
Committee Chair for another year.
At last look, there were 1200
By the time I got up to speak
She brings a lot of experience with
members who attended the An- about volunteers, the room emp- her and I think she will do a great
nual Meeting. We also had a
tied fast. Seriously, as I promjob leading the team. One of my
good meeting with the joint
ised you a year ago, I am putting duties is to appoint committee
Idaho Section and U of I Alumni. a lot of pressure on everyone to members and so after going over
Parent Society Directors Karen get our Idaho Section membervolunteer names and the names of
Launchbaugh and Wally Butler ship back to where it should be. individuals others have given to
are both on the board. We are
My biggest concern is that if we me I have set up the following
lucky to have TWO Idaho Sec- continue to lose members in our committee assignments:

Membership Committee Chair:
Juley Hankins: juley_hankins@blm.gov
Eastern and Southern sub committee:

West and Central sub committee:

Hans Bastian, Pocatello: hbastian@fs.fed.us

Lovina Roselle, U of I: new8434@UofI Mark Your Calendar

Ryan Woodland, Idaho Falls: rwood-

JD Wulfhorst, U of I: jd@uidaho.edu

land@idl.state.id.us

Mike Barnum, Boise:

Kevin Wright, Twin Falls:

Mike_Barnum@blm.gov

kwright@idahoag.us

Brian McMorris, New Meadows,
USFS.

Don.Edgerton, Idaho Falls:
Don.Edgerton@id.usda.gov

Jane Rushane, Montpelier:
jrushane@fs.fed.us

(Continued on Page 2)

1

Summer Tour in
Bear Valley
July 21 and 22
See details page 7

President’s Message (cont.)
So, what is the Charter of the Membership Committee? The Parent Society membership dropped by 748 members in 2005 and
only gained 398 new members. The Idaho Section has dropped from about 270 to about 190 (don’t have the exact figures), and this
is an alarming drop. Its one thing to say “go out there and multiply”, but that just is not realistic.
To answer the question of the Charter, I will take a round-about route. Stay with me:
In addition to the Membership Committee, I have also appointed an Information and Education Committee. The folks on this
committee are as follows and I hope they don’t hang me:

Hans Bastian, Chair: hbastian@fs.fed.us
Larry Mickelsen: Larry.Mickelsen@id.usda.gov
Jack Lavin: jlavin@cableone.net
By the end of March, the Parent Society is supposed to have a manual published on how Sections can encourage new membership.
I would like Hans to contact the Denver Office and get a copy of this brochure. He then needs to get together with Larry and Jack
and put together a prospectus on what the Idaho Section has to offer. In other words, what can anyone hope to gain from joining the
Idaho Section? Once this is done, I would like Hans to make a presentation at Juley’s Membership Committee meeting(s) so that
everyone is on the same page and we all know what information we can use to entice new members in Idaho.
So, getting back to the Charter of the Membership Committee: It is my personal opinion that we need to target two areas for membership:
1. Federal, State, and County employees and some University personnel.
2. Retired employees and former SRM members.
Number one should be obvious. There should be more resource managers within the membership of SRM.
Number two is why I am asking Jack Lavin, former Forest Supervisor of the Boise National Forest, to help us. Jack probably
knows as many former SRM members as anyone, since he is retired himself. I hope he can lead us towards how we can encourage
former members to sign up again. Let’s face it. We NEED the knowledge base of our retired resource managers. These men and
women have a tremendous amount of skill and information that they can and should be passing on to our Section members.
There you have it: two committees working in tandem to increase our membership. I think the demographics of the Committees are
good and we should see some great results.
I would like to apply the following timelines: Information and Education Committee has its work done by the end of APRIL. The
Membership Committee meets and discusses a plan of action by the end of MAY.
What about Meribeth and me? We spent lots of time talking about this issue. What she and I are going to do is target the LEADERSHIP of the Fed, State, and County organizations. We both feel that if the PEOPLE managers set an example by affiliating themselves with the Society for Range Management, their employees will follow.
SUMMER TOUR: I have visited with a lot of folks about the Summer Tour that Past Pres Ken Crane is spearheading. Buyouts of
federal grazing permits should bring a lot of attention. I have sent information to our adjacent Section newsletters including Pacific/California, Nevada, Pacific/Northwest, and Utah Sections, as well as IRRC. Don’t forget to contact Ken at
KCRANE@idahoag.us if he needs volunteer help for the tour.
NEW MEMBER TO THE SECTION: I would like to welcome Joe May, the new State Range Con for the NRCS in Boise. His
first day will be April 17. Joe already volunteered to help us, but I thought I would wait until he gets here to put him to work.
Hope this note did not ruin your day with a nomination. If you were not selected, that means I have not heard from you. I enlisted
everyone that volunteered. So…., what is your poison? Let me know and we will get you on a Committee. Want to run for office
and don’t want anyone to know you nominated yourself? Send me a note and I will keep it under my hat.
Thanks, Butler
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Idaho’s High School Youth Forum Delegate
Meribeth Lomkin

Mark Leija, Idaho’s delegate to the High School Youth Forum, joined 23 other
High School students from the Western US and Canada for four days packed with activities at the
International SRM meeting in Vancouver. The delegates attended meeting activities, interacted
with rangeland professionals, toured Vancouver and nearby agricultural and wildlife preserve areas, practiced their paper presentations, and presented their papers to a room full of SRM members. Mark’s paper presentation was titled: “Cheatgrass: The Scourge of Western Rangelands”
and he did a great job of representing Idaho in the 2006 High School Youth Forum. Thank you,
Mark!
A huge thank you goes to the University of Idaho Rangeland Ecology and
Management Department, Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission, and Idaho
Section SRM for coordinating and funding Mark’s trip. Special thanks to Katie
Moore for giving Mark an idea of what to
expect at the HSYF, Dr. Karen
Launchbaugh for taking care of the paperwork & travel arrangements, Dr.
Steve Bunting for being Mark’s “sponsor”
to travel across the border, and all the
Idaho folks who chipped in to provide
spending money for Mark to use on his
trip.

Mark Leija, Idaho's HSYF Delegate
presenting his paper in Vancouver,
BC., February 14, 2006

UI Alumni/Idaho Section Gathering
Meribeth Lomkin
The UI Alumni/Idaho Section gathering, held February 14 at the Vancouver
meeting, was well attended with over 40 friends packing the room! UI College of Natural Resources Dean Steven Daley Laursen joined us and provided a CNR update. Dr. Karen
Launchbaugh provided a UI Rangeland Ecology and Management Department update and SRM
Board of Director’s update. Paul Butler provided an Idaho Section SRM update and made a call
for Section committee members/volunteers. Thanks to everyone who joined us!
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U of Idaho Range Club Report
Josh Hyde
The trip to Vancouver went well and we enjoyed the ID group gathering at the Fairmont. While in
Vancouver we participated in the URME exam and had a display board with information on the Range program here at
the University of Idaho. Everyone would like to thank the Idaho Section for contributing to our travel fund for the trip to
Vancouver; it really helped our trip go smoothly. There are some new happenings here at the school.
There was a lot of interest in the Rangeland Ecology Department up here during Vandal Friday, a time for freshmen
and transfer students to see the school. Ruth Luke worked with Karen Launchbaugh and Kathy Mallory to set up an informal gathering in our department, now we have twenty-one new Range majors scheduled to start this upcoming fall.
Everyone here looks forward to having so many new faces in our Department.
The semester is starting to wind down, but we are scheduled to go out for a road cleanup this April, followed by a
Dutch oven cook out at Jim Kingery's place in Deary. Depending on individual schedules, there may be some of us who
can attend the district tour this May.

Congratulations to our outgoing graduates:

New officers have been elected for next year:

Holly Myers

President: Ruth Luke

Keith Anspach

Vice President: Amy Anderson

Neil Richards

Treasurer: Josh Hyde
Secretary: Tess Wipfli

SRM Advisory Council Update
Paul Butler and I represented the Idaho Section at the Advisory Council (AC) meetings in
Meribeth Lomkin
Vancouver. A variety of resolutions and topics were presented to the advisory council for
their input and possible recommendation to the SRM Board of Directors (BOD). Attending these meetings certainly
provided insight into the volume and diversity of issues being discussed by the Society!
Presentations by SRM staff, Sections, SRM Committees, and the SRM Young Professional’s Conclave were made.
Topics included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Certified Professional in Rangeland Management program
Non-native plant invasions/impacts on rangeland ecosystems
How to educate the public and young people about rangelands
SRM’s University Accreditation requirements
2009 and 2010 International Meeting site selection recommendations
Ideas to increase International membership
A proposal to hold a Rangeland Cup Competition at future International meetings

Although the AC heard a variety of presentations from lots of folks, the two days of meetings boils down to:
How can we:
•
•
•

Increase membership and participation in SRM
Better serve SRM members
Continue to educate ourselves and the general public on rangelands.

These are items that are important to the Idaho Section too! If you have ideas to help accomplish these items let a
Section officer, board member, or committee know. Better yet, volunteer to serve as one of the above and help make
your idea happen!

4

Name That Idaho Drainage
Meribeth Lomkin

Name that Idaho Drainage:
Submit your guess with the name
of this Idaho waterway to:
mlomkin@idl.state.id.us

The answer to the winter newsletter “Name that Idaho Drainage”
contest was: East Fork Jarbidge River (near Murphy Hot
Springs).
Congratulations to Anna Owsiak for having the first correct answer this time! A box of “Spud” fudge is on its way to her for the
correct answer.

Range Club Needs Plant Specimens
Josh Hyde

The UI Range Club is collecting plant specimens for the FFA study groups in the fall.
Over the summer we'll be looking for several plants, but we are currently low on the plants listed below:
Weeds:

Shrubs:

Grasses:

Forbs:

Rush Skeletonweed

Coyote willow

Sandergs bluegrass

Tall larkspur

Spotted knapweed

Snowberry

Mtn. brome

Indian paintbrush

Hoary cress

Rabbitbrush

Nebraska sedge

Curlycup gumweed

Leafy Spurge

Chokecherry

Dyers woad
Yellow starthistle
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Letters!
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Idaho Section Summer Tour — July 21-22
The Idaho Section SRM Summer Tour will be held the weekend of July 21-22, 2006. We will be touring
around Bear Valley (Central Idaho, between Idaho City and Stanley). This was an area in which concern
about anadromous fish resulted in substantial investments in range improvements, changes in grazing management strategies and substantial publicity about the area. Grazing permits were eventually purchased by
the Bonneville Power Administration and there has been no grazing in the area for several years. The tour
will be in remote, higher country with no lodging nearby. So, bring your camping gear. Full details of the
tour are not available yet. A special mailing or emailing will be undertaken in June to provide you with additional information on the tour.
Idaho Section Society for Range Management Summer Tour
July 21-22, 2006, Bear Valley, ID
Reservation Sheet:
Name(s):____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________
Email:_____________________________________
Please reserve __________spots on the tour for me. I have enclosed a check made out to
Idaho Section SRM for $_________ (at $40/person, or $50 if after June 15) for my registration for this
event. If you are not a member, please make the check for $125 ($135 after June 15) and your 2006 membership in SRM will be taken care of. We are also working with the Denver office to allow for registration and
enlistment of new members by credit card through SRM’s website. Details will be provided at a later date on
this alternative.
CEU credits will be available for this tour.
Return by June 15, 2006 to:
Neil Rimbey
University of Idaho
16952 S. 10th Avenue
Caldwell, ID 83607
(208) 459-6365
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Next Newsletter Deadline is
July 15, 2006

Send your articles and
pictures (.jpg format) to:
Juley Hankins
juley_hankins@blm.gov
or Roger Blew
rblew@stoller.com

SOCIETY FOR RANGE MANAGEMENT
IDAHO SECTION OFFICERS
Officers
President, Paul Butler 237-5716
Pres. Elect, Meribeth Lomkin 324-2561
Past President, Ken Crane 332-8566
Secretary, Brad Williams 756-2749
Treasurer, Neil Rimbey 459-6365
Chapter Officers
Northern Director, J.D. Wulfhorst 885-7645
Southern Director, Kevin Wright 736-3073
Western Director, Tracy Behrens 334-0278
Lyman Richwine Director, Don Edgerton 529-1539
UI Range Club Co-Pres., Ruth Luke 885-6536

Newsletters on the Web

There are lots of opportunities for you to
become involved in the section’s activities.
Give Paul Butler, Meribeth Lomkin, a
Director, or a committee chair a call and find
out how you can get involved.

www.stoller-eser.com
/idahosrm/

Idaho Section
Society for Range Management
P. O. Box 8101
Boise, Idaho 83707
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