Spring 2010

Number 2-10

President’s Message

Inside this issue:

JD Wulfhorst

Fellow Idaho Section members,
Welcome to Spring! Up here on the Palouse, I think someone inverted
Winter and Spring this year, but hopefully this sequence will be good for
the northern rangelands either way!
I‟m happy to report that a month ago, the UI Range Club assisted me with
a 2nd Annual Membership Recruitment and Renewal Project. Twelve of
the Range Club members co-signed 129 letters to new recruits, former
members, and a few of you on the membership „cusp‟ as reminders of the
benefits of membership and engagement in the Idaho SRM. We appreciate everyone‟s support to keep these memberships rolling….forward!
One of the awesome membership benefits is getting updates on what‟s
happening in the Section and the region – like in this newsletter. Two
summer tours you should take note of if you haven‟t already saved the
dates are the PNW Section Tour (June 16-18) in Kelowna, British Columbia and the Idaho Section Tour (June 29 – July 1) up in Challis country. I
have additional details on the PNW Tour (email me at jd@uidaho.edu to
request those) and more will be out very soon regarding our Idaho Tour.
In national news, our joint planning with the PNW Section continues as
we‟re now just 21 months out from the 2012 meeting. For those of you not
engaged or committed to a volunteer position yet, please get in touch so I
can get you involved.
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Idaho SRM Treasurer’s Report Summer 2009
Our generous and gallinaceous group

Cindy Salo

No news…is no news: No news yet on the financial bottom line of our Section meeting, held jointly
with the Intermountain Rangeland Livestock Symposium in January.
Congratulations and thanks again to Meribeth Lomkin and Anna Owsiak for organizing and promoting the auctions that raised $1988 for the University of Idaho's Range Club and Brian Miller
Scholarship Fund. Although Meribeth and Anna have set the bar awfully high, I know we can raise
enough money again this coming year to support our future range scientists in style.
The big hearted members of the Idaho Section won't let the students down. Your treasurer knows
that our members will not let Meribeth and Anna follow in the tracks of the Little Red Sage Grouse
who found the seeds of basin wild rye. As we all remember, none of the other animals would help
Red grow, harvest, thresh, mill or bake her delicious wild rye bread. But they crowded around with
their hands out when Red pulled the fragrant loaf from the oven: Why yes, they would be delighted
to eat that delicious bread for her!
Nor will our very sensible Section members be swayed by Grousie Little's fear that the sky is falling. Yes, our bottom line dropped for eight years in a row as we gave away more money that we
made each year. But our generous members dug deep at the Section meeting and raised enough to
cover our gift giving. We averted a Suze Smackdown (see last issue's Treasurer's Report) and
achieved financial stability. Our bank balance is no longer falling and we do not need to run and tell
the king.
On the other hand, your treasurer warns that we must be careful not to indulge in preovular gallinomics in our fundraising this year: we must be careful not to count our Buckaroo Bird$ before they
hatch. Doing so would surely send Grousie Little running to the King and cause Owl, in the Hundred
Acre Wood, to launch into an unnecessarily long version of the parable about the Ant and the
Grasshopper.

Summer Section Tour
Idaho Section Tour
Join us in Challis as we hold our summer meeting and tour jointly with the Challis Experimental
Stewardship Program June 29-July 1st. The Challis ESP is one of three in the country authorized
under the Public Rangelands Improvement Act. Ranchers Jackie and Gary Ingram are active
members who have been utilizing one of A.L. Hormay's original rest-rotation grazing systems for
decades. The Ingrams have collected photo monitoring data on the site since 1974. We will visit
with the Ingrams and other ranchers to learn about the Stewardship Program, view allotments
and discuss the ESA Consultation Process that is currently underway on the Salmon-Challis National Forest, and discuss other rangeland issues on Wednesday, June 30 th. Come early to
camp and participate in a round table discussion that will kick-off a joint BBQ hosted by the
Challis ESP on the evening of Tuesday, June 29th. Concluding the summer meeting and tour on
Thursday, July 1st will be a short Section business meeting followed by another short tour, a fishing trip, and socializing. More details, including registration information, coming soon!
FYI: We hope that political figures (Governor‟s Office of Species Conservation, Senators, Legislatures, etc), will be attending as they are on the ESP invite list.
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History of the Idaho Section
This article first appeared in the November 1960 Newsletter and was re-printed in the Spring
1990 Newsletter.
Only one of the four chapters has the distinction of being named
after one of Idaho‟s great pioneering conservationists – LYMAN
RICHWINE. The Eastern Idaho Chapter was formed in 1952, but
the name was changed to Lyman Richwine following Lyman‟s
death in 1956. His entire career was characterized by continuous
improvement in the management of Idaho‟s rangeland resources.
This untiring devotion brought him the honor of being a National
Director of the American Society of Range Management.
Lyman was born in 1897 in Noblesville, Indiana. He was raised
on a farm in Holcomb, Kansas. His first assignment with the U.S.
Forest Service in 1925 was as a temporary Forest Guard in the
Island Park area of the Targee National Forest. Approximately
two years later he was promoted to Forest Ranger at the Swan
Valley District. In 1936 he was transferred to the Spencer District
where he remained until his death in June 1956. Lyman was survived by his daughter Lois and four grandsons; Mrs. Richwine passed away in 1963.
Proper management of our range resources was always his goal. He believed that dwelling on the
wrongs of the past would not make the rights of the future. His motto, “If you are going to use a
hammer then build something.”
And build for the future he did. It was in the early 1940‟s when he began railing sagebrush range to
improve cover and herbage production. From this Lyman began experimenting with the effects of
herbicides on big sagebrush and wyethia. His first application was made with a hand sprayer on
wyethia. Lyman noticed it was so effective in controlling big sagebrush too, that he began spraying
larger blocks of sagebrush rangeland. Today, approximately 14,000 acres of range are improved
annually in Clark County. In recognition of these and other contributions, Lyman was presented with
the Department of Agriculture’s Superior Service Award.
Lyman‟s keen sense of humor helped him calm many trying situations. One such experience occurred early in his Forest Service career. He and Sam Stoddard, Targee National Forest Supervisor, were on an inspection trip up Grand Canyon. As they went by Jim Jordan‟s ranch at the mouth
of the Canyon, they stopped to see Jim. He wasn‟t at home but was expected soon. Mrs. Jordan
was canning strawberry jam and was quite flustered at their sudden appearance. As was the custom at that time, though, she insisted on the men having lunch while they waited for Jim. The only
other person at home was a boy who was cleaning a gun in the other room. Lyman and Sam settled
themselves at the kitchen table and were quietly awaiting the meal when there was a sudden explosion. Lyman grabbed at the back of his neck and ducked under the table. Sam said, “Look,
Lyman‟s been hit!”, and hit the floor too. Both thought the boy had fired at them. When the excitement died down, they discovered a quart of Mrs. Jordan‟s jam had exploded in the oven, blowing the
door open, and it was a bit of hot jam that hit Lyman. In due time peace returned, they talked to Jim,
and came on home where they laughingly related the story to family members. They really laughed
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though, when they tried to comb their hair for it was liberally coated with jam and a shampoo was the
first order.
The professional stature and competence this man gained represents an achievement each of us
would do well to follow. Whether it be 73 hours on the fire line, spending extra time so a trainee
could more clearly understand nature‟s rhythm, or explaining to rancher friends the ecology of the
range, Lyman Richwine gave his best.
The editors thanked MRS. LOIS A. TAYLOR, CULVER D. ROSS, DR. E.W. TISDALE, PETER W.
TAYLOR, and STEPHEN L. PEEBLES for their contributions toward this article.
You‟re right. The picture on the back of this newsletter is of Lyman Richwine.
Bill Little
Section Historian

Calling All Cooks!!!!!!!!!
Jessica Taylor

Do you have a family or ranch recipe that has been around for generations? Does it have a great story or background
to go with it? Or maybe you have a great range story, ranch story or an awesome range photo that you would like to
share. We are looking for you. The Information and Education Committee is collecting recipes, stories and photos for
the next edition of the Trail Boss Cowboy Cookbook.
Submit Recipes, Range Stories and Range Photos to: srmcookbook@yahoo.com
Please Include Your Name, Ranch Name, SRM Section and City, State with each submission. All recipes must be original recipes (never published). If it is a published recipe it must be changed by 10%, (such as changing an ingredient or amount, adding
an ingredient, changing cooking temperature or time.)

Featured Recipe Of The Month: From: Trail Boss’s Cowboy Cookbook, 1985, Dixie, Lee Jones, Payson, Utah
Tamale Pie
2 lb. ground beef
1 med. Can tomatoes
1 med. Onion, chopped
1 clove garlic, chopped
Topping
1 c. grated cheese
½ c cornmeal
½ c flour
1 tsp. baking powder
½ can chili, diced

½ tsp. salt
½ tsp. pepper
½ tsp. oregano
½ can green chile (7 oz diced size)
dash salt
2 tbs. oil
2 tsp. sugar (opt.)
½ c milk

Brown meat in skillet. Add remaining ingredients and simmer 20 min. Pour into a 4 qt. casserole dish. Top with cheese. Pour
cornmeal mixture over the top. Bake at 375 for 30 minutes (or until topping is done.) Serves 8-10.
Background: My family does not care for the original type of Tamale pie so I came up with this one. I am Past President of the
Arizona State Cowbelles. My problem with putting a recipe in writing is because I do not measure, I am a dump and pour cook.
The Jones Family ranch both below and above the Mogollon Rim (it is Arizona’s jumping off place) on national forest land. Lee
and Dixie have been recipients of the Arizona Section Range Management of the Year Award. Lee has served on the Arizona
Section Board.
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Student Chapter Roundup
Richard Ambrosek and Lovina Roselle

Students from the University of Idaho Range Club were able to see all their fundraising efforts
come to fruition when they attended the Idaho Section and National meetings of the SRM in
January and February this year.
The club had four students attending the Idaho section
meeting. These students were treated very graciously
and the club was able to earn more funds for the trip to
Denver by selling raffle tickets, cards, and plant
mounts. The section board also awarded $1000 to
Range Club to support twelve members' travel to the
national meeting in Denver. The Idaho meetings provided members the opportunity to meet and visit with
individuals involved in the SRM throughout all of the
state of Idaho.
Second place winners of the Student Chapter Display
Contest in Denver (AJ Flint, Julia Workman, and Jen
Trenary).

In Denver, nine club members participated in the
URME, three in the Student Chapter Display Contest,
and three in the Rangeland Cup. The Rangeland Cup team, comprised of Jeff Stackhouse, Tate
Walters, and Seth McFarland took first place and brought the prized traveling trophy home to the
University of Idaho. This trophy is proudly on display in the Range Department until 2011. The
Student Chapter Display was organized by Julia Workman, Jen Trenary, and AJ Flint. It placed
second and was awarded a $150 cash prize and plaque. The URME team score resulted in an
eighth-place finish out of twenty-five participating colleges and universities. Students also attended the Job Fair and participated in the On-the-Spot hiring, making connections for potential
summer work and graduate school opportunities.
The student chapter has continued to be busy and
active after the trip to Denver. A barbecue and tour
of Dr. Jim Kingery‟s place followed the spring highway cleanup. Members have also been hard at work
recruiting new members, especially freshmen, for
next year, and will soon host an end-of-the-year barbecue for range students, staff, and associated faculty. They are also busy wrapping up fundraisers and
preparing for an exciting new year after the summer.

First place Rangeland Cup winners in Denver (Jeff Stackhouse, Seth McFarland, and Tate Walters).
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New Event Gets Students on the Range
Lovina Roselle
When you were in high school, did you know what the job responsibilities of a rangeland management specialist were? Helping youth understand career opportunities in the rangeland profession is
essential to maintaining the proper stewardship of rangeland resources into the future. However,
the current rate of graduates with rangeland degrees falls far short of meeting the future job demand in the rangeland management profession.
The National FFA Organization‟s Career Development Events (CDEs) have been attracting students to agricultural courses and connecting students with career opportunities for decades. Each
year, FFA programs in western states like Idaho, Utah, and Nevada, host CDEs in Rangeland Assessment. When teams win these state events, they advance to the National Land and Range
Judging Contest held in Oklahoma City, OK. These teams are often disappointed with this experience because the approach taken in this National event is largely irrelevant to the challenges facing land managers west of the Rocky Mountains. It is also becoming more difficult for schools to
support student travel to such distant locations which reduces the number of students who are able
to participate in a rangeland contest.
A landmark event took place in Twin Falls, Idaho April 16-17, 2010. The first-ever Western National
Rangeland Career Development Event was attended by seven FFA chapters across Idaho, Nevada, and Utah. These students participated in a two-day contest where they demonstrated their
knowledge and skills in assessing a rangeland site and learned more about the career opportunities in the rangeland profession.
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Name That Idaho Drainage
Meribeth Lomkin

Name That Idaho Drainage!
Submit your guess with the
name of the Idaho waterway
pictured at left to:
mlomkin@idl.idaho.gov

The winter Newsletter Name that Drainage photo was
Fish Creek in Blaine County. Tess O‟Sullivan had the
correct answer and will get a “Spud Fudge” prize soon.
This photo courtesy of Madeline Scheintaub.

This Quarter in Idaho SRM History… Excerpts from Newsletters in the
History Treasure Trove:
Meribeth Lomkin

10 years ago – Spring 2000 Idaho SRM Newsletter:

Idaho Section Summer Tour, to be held in conjunction with and sponsored by the Pacific Northwest Section in Wallowa County, Oregon.
20 years ago – Spring 1990 Idaho SRM Newsletter:
Summer Tour – Joint Meeting with the Inland Empire Chapter – Soil and Water Conservation Society in
Santa, Idaho (overview and tour of the Merry Creek CRM Project).
History of the Idaho Section article on Lyman Richwine, which first appeared in the November 1969
Newsletter.
30 years ago – May 1980 Idaho SRM Newsletter:
Section Tour hosted by the Western Chapter to include the Vale Project, McBride Creek/Rockville, Oregon area and Jordan Valley.
Idaho SRM co-sponsored a Rangelands session at the Irrigation and Drainage Division of the American
Society of Civil Engineers “Making Watershed Management Work” symposium in July 1980.
Lyman Richwine Chapter held its spring meeting in Idaho Falls with a dinner program/panel discussion on
the “Sagebrush Rebellion”
40 Years Ago – March 1970 Idaho Section American Society of Range Management Newsletter
Announcement of the joint annual meeting – ASRM and SW Idaho Chapter Society of American Foresters
in Boise – “Resource Management and Environment”
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SOCIETY FOR RANGE MANAGEMENT
IDAHO SECTION OFFICERS
Officers
Next Newsletter Deadline is
July 15, 2010

Send your articles and pictures
(.jpg format) to:
Shannon Williams
shannonw@uidaho.edu

President, J.D. Wulfhorst 230-7333
Pres. Elect, Roger Blew 525-9358
Past President, Brendan Brazee 378-5722
Secretary, Meribeth Lomkin 358-1533
Treasurer, Cindy Salo 850-3313
Chapter Officers
Northern Director, Lovina Roselle 885-0160
Southern Director, Kelly Crane 736-3600
Western Director, Robin Holmquist 845-2324
Lyman Richwine Director, Sarah Baker 879-2344
UI Range Club Pres., Richard Ambrosek

Newsletters on the Web
www.stoller-eser.com
/idahosrm/

Electrons are cheaper than stamps:
Sign up for the electronic version of the Idaho
Section newsletter.
IdahoSectionNews@Rangelands.org

Idaho Section
Society for Range Management
P. O. Box 8101
Boise, Idaho 83707
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