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Spring 2011 Number 2-11 

“His remark was not intended to be a factual statement.‖  Seriously!?!?  By 
now I’m sure you’ve all heard this quote attributed to a spokesman for a 
prominent politician.  I think we’re all wise enough to know that politicians 
―occasionally‖ stretch the truth. But rarely have I heard one actually admit 
to using numbers that were complete fabrications. And I don’t think I’ve 
ever heard one own up to a fib without also offering a mea culpa apology.  
This one makes it clear that non-factual statements have become perfectly 
acceptable in public debate.  No accountability for truth is expected.  
―Truthiness‖ is close enough. 

My intent here is not to question the veracity of politicians, that question 
has been answered repeatedly.  This quote just got me thinking about why 
scientists make lousy politicians, or, perhaps more correctly, why scien-
tists should make lousy politicians.  It’s not because scientists use factual 
statements and politicians don’t, but rather that as scientists the conclu-
sions we make and the generalizations we draw have to be re-evaluated 
each time we are faced with new facts.  Sometimes that means an about-
face for our general understanding of how we thought something worked. 

I recently presented a paper at the Idaho Chapter of the Wildlife Society 
meeting.  That paper required me to look back at some presentations I did 
a number of years ago and it was clear that my approach to certain re-
source issues had changed.  Some of them substantially.  I was surprised 
at how easily those transitions had occurred.  The changes were some-
times simply evolutionary, but other times revolutionary.  I assume that 
most who work in a science-based profession will be able to see similar 
changes as they look back through their own careers. 

And I guess this is the thing that makes scientists so unsuited to be politi-
cians.  For a politician, changing a position on an issue, whether driven by 
facts or just a change of heart, earns the label of flip-flopper which nowa-
days would end a political career.  For a scientist, these changes, whether 
gradual evolution or full-blown Ah Ha! moment, form the natural arc of 
growth in our profession. 

As range professionals it is important to recognize that the science upon 
which our profession is based has changed and will continue to change.  
Those changes may require that we each re-evaluate long-held positions.  
As we do this, it is important to decide if we will be a scientist or a politi-
cian. 

Roger 
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Idaho SRM Treasurer’s Report Spring 2011 
Aubrey Woodcock  

Well being so new in the position I was thinking of all the wonderful efforts that have yet to be mentioned from 

the fall/winter meeting last November.  The meeting was a huge success in the fact that we didn’t just spend 

a lot of money, but we actually profited from the meeting by earning over $3500 dollars!  (As Cindy would say, 

this year we gained Birds from immigration instead of losing them to emigration!) This is excellent news and a 

special congrats to everyone who helped contribute to a very successful fall/winter meeting.  I think it was a 

great having sponsorships to help in the balancing, or in this case, exceeding, what the costs of the meeting 

were going to be, and to help keep us out of the RED and in the BLACK where we should/need to be!  (This 

is just a hint for future meetings!)  Also, we raised $1141 in the silent auction fundraiser, thank you to Anna 

Owsiak and Meribeth Lomkin for their tremendous efforts on a successful auction!  Part of the proceeds from 

the silent auction went to the Brian Miller Scholarship Fund and to help the University of Idaho Range Club 

travel to the Billings meeting. 

Also I just wanted to say thank you again to Cindy Salo for doing such an amazing job the last 4 years as the 

treasurer for this wonderful organization.  Cindy has not only kept great records and books for these years, 

but has been a great predecessor in teaching me ―the ropes of the books‖.   Thank you again Cindy for all 

your hard work!   

SAVE  THE  DATE:  IDAHO  SECTION  SUMMER  TOUR 

AUGUST  17 – 19 

While making plans for your upcoming summer, pencil in the 2011 Idaho Section Summer tour August 17 – 

19.  By that time the Snake River Plain will be singed.  Dry weeds will clog fencelines waiting for the next dust

-laden gust to continue their Wyoming-bound migration.  Eyes will half close against grit and the glare of mid-

day sun on bleached bunchgrass.  So when this time comes, as they say, if you can’t stand the heat, come to 

North Idaho! 

The summer tour will be held out of Dworshak State Park near Orofino in the shade of North Idaho’s magnifi-

cent forests.  Travelers will be refreshed on August 17 with a social hour and invited speaker.  The field day 

on Thursday, August 18, will include information on knapweed biocontrols, a tour of productive Palouse pas-

ture lands, and management of grazed meadows serving as steelhead trout habitat.  Deft-fingered local musi-

cians will then accompany the evening barbecue.  The section business and planning for the 2012 Spokane 

parent society convention jointly sponsored by the Idaho and Pacific Northwest Sections will be discussed 

Friday morning. 

Mark your calendar!  Join us for good company, range stewardship, and the striking vistas of North Idaho’s 

canyons and prairies on the 2011 Idaho Section summer tour! (Additional details and registration information 

will follow in the summer newsletter). 

CALLING ALL COOKS AND RANGE ENTHUSIASTS – 
DEADLINE FAST APPROACHING -  
SUBMIT NOW!! Jessica Taylor 

Help promote the history, science and art of range management by submitting your recipes, ranch stories, 
range stories, poems and photos for the next edition of the Trail Boss’s Cowboy Cookbook.  All recipes 
must be original. For more information on submissions see the Trail Boss Cowboy Cookbook link on the 
SRM homepage. All items can be submitted to srmcookbook@yahoo.com 

mailto:srmcookbook@yahoo.com
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One of our members passes on 

Don Edgerton passed away on March 26, 2011.  Don was a member of 
the Society for Range Management and served the Idaho Section as Di-
rector of the Lyman Richwine Chapter from 2006 to 2008.  Don was born 
and raised in Texas.  He graduated with a Bachelors degree from Texas 
A&M and earned a Masters degree from Colorado State University.  Don 
retired from the NRCS and lived in Idaho Falls. 

Idaho’s 2011 High School Youth Forum Delegate 

Meribeth Lomkin 

Congratulations to Jesica Lowe!  Jesica is a Senior at Shoshone High School in Shoshone, 
Idaho.  She has been very active in athletics and FFA while in High School.  Jesica has partici-
pated in the State FFA Range Judging contest for the past three years and was first place indi-
vidual and a member of the 1

st
 place team at the Western National 

Rangeland Career Development Event in November 2010.   
 
Jesica was excited to attend the International SRM meeting in Billings 
and represent Idaho in the High School Youth Forum (HSYF).  She pre-
sented her paper titled ―Properly Managed Grazing for a Healthy Range-
land‖ during the HSYF speaking contest on February 8, 2011.  Jesica’s 
trip to Billings was made possible by Idaho SRM, IRRC, and the UI 
Rangeland Center.  Thank you to everyone for supporting and encourag-
ing the youth in the HSYF program. 

SageSTEP Land Manager Workshop 

The Sagebrush Steppe Treatment Evaluation Project (SageSTEP) received funding from the Joint 
Fire Science Program (JFSP) in 2005, to evaluate fuels treatments at study sites throughout the 
Great Basin. Since 2007, we have held annual workshops to bring land managers and researchers 
together to discuss project results and to learn from each other. Our 2011 workshop will take place 
May 17-18, in Boise, Idaho, and will focus on results of 5 years of data collection and the applica-
tion of this information to management decisions. Since many government employees are facing 
budget cuts and travel restrictions, we have decided to add a webinar component to the indoor 
session, May 17 from 8am to 5pm. Visit http://www.sagestep.org/events/11_wkshp/
SageSTEPMay17Agenda.pdf to view the day's agenda. Reserve your Webinar seat at: https://
www1.gotomeeting.com/register/279068265. 

http://www.sagestep.org/events/11_wkshp/SageSTEPMay17Agenda.pdf
http://www.sagestep.org/events/11_wkshp/SageSTEPMay17Agenda.pdf
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/279068265
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/279068265
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Student Chapter Roundup 

 The Range Club students have had an incredible 

year – experiencing some remarkable achievements from winning awards at the SRM annual 

meeting to winning the Associated Students of the University of Idaho (ASUI) Program of Excel-

lence Award. In February, 17 undergraduate and graduate students from the University of Idaho 

traveled to Billings, MT to attend the SRM annual meeting. The students did a fantastic job of 

representing Idaho as they competed in the Undergraduate Rangeland Management Exam 

(URME), Rangeland Cup Competition, Student Chapter Display Contest, Undergraduate Public 

Speaking Contest, and Graduate Research Poster Contest. 

 Undergraduate Julia Workman, a sophomore from Grangeville, won first place in the 

URME, an incredibly prestigious accomplishment! Her success will allow her to take a week-long 

paid trip to Washington D.C. to meet the heads of the U.S. Forest Service and the BLM. She will 

head off to D.C. after she completes the field trip for her Rangeland Plant Identification in early 

May. Julia is also the 2010-2011 President of the Range Club and also served as the first Out-

reach Intern for the parent society in 2010. 

 The University of Idaho student URME team won third place in the event, competing with 

nearly 200 students from 25 rangeland programs across the U.S. and Canada. The team mem-

bers included: James Boggan, A.J. Flint, Lee Holtom, Caleb Howard, Andrew Huber, Brooke Ja-

cobson, Mike Johnson, Colby Lord, Cinda Mattroce, Danny Romano, Conner White and Julia 

Workman. The URME team was coached by Ben Wissinger, a graduate student in the Range-

land Ecology and Management Program, who organized a 12-week study session which offered 

1-credit to the participants. 

 Attending the annual meeting of the SRM is a great opportunity, but also requires a large 

financial base to support travel, lodging, and registration fees. The Range Club spent countless 

hours this school year to raise funds in a variety of ways to create opportunities for as many stu-

dents as possible to attend the annual meeting. The students raised these funds through sheer 

innovation and hard work. It is notable that several of the fundraising activities the club engaged 

in were designed to advance understanding and awareness of rangelands. It is also notable that 

in their efforts to raise money, the students did not forget their goal to serve the university com-

munity through activities such as hosting a booth 

the Earth Day carnival, Vandal Friday, the Get In-

volved Fair, and the College of Agriculture 

―Welcome Back‖ BBQ. Members also served on 

the AgSAC and CNR-SAC committees and volun-

teered to help with the ASUI elections booth. 

 Congratulations to these outstanding stu-

dents on their accomplishments! 

 

 Lovina Roselle 

University of Idaho Range Club students third 

place team award for the Undergraduate Range 

Management Exam (URME) national competition 
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Name That Idaho Drainage 
Meribeth Lomkin 

Name that Idaho Drainage! 

 

Submit your guess with the name of 
this Idaho waterway to: 

mlomkin@idl.idaho.gov 

 

I’m going to start with a hint on this 
one – the location of this photo is not 
far from the winter newsletter contest 
photo. 

The winter newsletter contest 
photo has been correctly named!  
Anna Owsiak had the correct an-

swer of Big Smokey Creek in 
Camas County and has received 
a Spud Fudge prize for her effort. 

EBIPM Workshops, Field Days and more 

With field season springing into full swing, we’re excited to update you on EBIPM  
workshops, field days and our annual field school in the coming months. 
 
Monday, June 6: Cheatgrass and Medusahead Management Field Tour and Workshop in Jordan Valley, 
Oregon. This field tour and workshop will take participants to one of our 5 demonstration sites in the Jordan 
Valley area to see EBIPM in action in the war with cheatgrass and medusahead. Attendees can expect to 
gain an increased knowledge of science-based solutions for weed management and successes in treating 
the true causes of invasion. To learn more about this workshop, go to http://www.ebipm.org/calendar/23757. 
 
Thursday, July 7: Cheatgrass and Medusahead Management Field Tour and Workshop in Elko, Nevada…
more details coming soon. 
 
Tuesday through Thursday, September 13-15: EBIPM Field School sponsored by WSWS in Park Valley, 
Utah…more details and registration information can be found on our website at http://www.ebipm.org/
map/173. 
 
We’re excited to offer these education opportunities and remind you to subscribe to updates with our RSS 
feed and/or check for updates often at http://www.ebipm.org/. 

http://www.ebipm.org/calendar/23757
http://www.ebipm.org/map/173
http://www.ebipm.org/map/173
http://www.ebipm.org/
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This Quarter in Idaho SRM History… Excerpts from 

Newsletters in the History Treasure Trove: 
Meribeth Lomkin 

30 Years Ago – May 1981 Idaho Section Society for Range Management Newsletter 

Summer tour announcements!   

 Western Chapter planning a tour beginning in Cascade and ending in Stanley.  Stops include: the South 

Fork of the Salmon River, Johnson Creek-Tyndall Meadows, Bear Valley (Wyethia Control), and Pole Creek/

Frenchmen Creek in the Stanley Basin.   

 Southern Chapter to host the Idaho Section Summer tour on the Oakley Valley Demonstration Allotment.  

Call for award nominations and photo contest entries.  

Membership Committee Needs Your Help: The Idaho Section lost 115 members (38%) in 1980.  The mem-

bership chair requests help from all members to recruit new members and re-capture members who did 

not renew their membership.  

50 Years Ago – April 1961 Idaho Section American Society of Range Management Newsletter 

Announcement of Newsletter Sponsor Program: this is the first sponsored newsletter issue, Thanks to Farm-

ers Feed and Seed of Emmett, Idaho. 

Summer Tour Announcement – June 14 at Point Springs Project 

―Point Springs is an interesting and varied project.  Plan now to attend—bring friends.‖ 

Abstracts listed in the RESEARCH SECTION: include Salt Consumption at the Point Springs Experimental 

Area by Prof. Lee A. Sharp, Range Dept., University of Idaho (1960) and Reynolds Creek Experimental 

Watershed by Dr. Charles F. Cooper, Agricultural Research Service, Boise, ID(1961).  The Reynolds 

Creek abstract introduces the recently established ARS study area and describes the research, surveys, 

and studies planned for the area. 

A Big Big Sage (historian’s note: this article needs to be reprinted in its entirety, however the 3 ring binder 

hole was punched through the text in a very inopportune location.  I can’t interpret around the hole, al-

though a clue is provided later in the article.  Sadly, I don’t have the November 1960 Newsletter issue ei-

ther.  No author is listed for this article, although it was probably one of the newsletter committee at the 

time: David R. Mead of Twin Falls, Charles Cooper of Boise, Peter W. Taylor of Boise, Jack Lavin of 

Hailey, and Arthur E. Stauber of Payette) 

A Big Big Sage 

You will remember in the November, 1960 issue of the Newsletter we ran a picture of a large Big Sage-

brush plant (height 1??‖, Cir. 2.78 feet) located in Blaine County, Idaho.  We asked, ―Can you top this?‖   

We received several comments, mostly saying they could not.  But Dr. A.A. Beetle of the Range Manage-

ment Dept., University of Wyoming, and Historian for the Range Society, refers to us to an article in the 

January, 1956 issue of the JOURNAL OF RANGE MANAGEMENT (p. 60) by C.P. Pase.  Mr. Pase’s Sage, 

located east of Kanab Utah, beats ours in height, but not in circumference: (height 15’ 7‖, Cir. 2.33 feet).  

Dr. Carl J. Goebel (obtained his B.S. in range at Moscow, now an assistant professor at the Dept. of For-

estry, Iowa State University) says that he has run onto several plants he believes might almost (?) be as big 

as our Blaine County ones.  These were located in Owyhee County, Idaho. 

Keep your eyes open—lets see just how big a plant we can find—and measure it—it’s facts we’re after, 

man! 
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Newsletters on the Web 

http://idaho.rangelands.org 

SOCIETY FOR RANGE MANAGEMENT  

IDAHO SECTION OFFICERS 

Officers 

President, Roger Blew 525-9358  

Pres. Elect, Lovina Roselle  885-6536 

Past President, J.D. Wulfhorst  230-7333  

Secretary, Meribeth Lomkin  358-1533 

Treasurer, Aubrey Woodcock  847-0585 

 

Chapter Officers 

Northern Director, Sydney Yuncevich  879-2344  

Southern Director, Kelly Crane  736-3600  

Western Director, Rusty Norrie  549-4256  

Lyman Richwine Director,  Sarah Baker  879-2344 

UI Range Club Pres., Julia Workman  885-6536 

BYU-Idaho Chapter Advisor , Dave Stricklan 496-4646 

There are lots of opportunities for you to 

become involved in the section’s activities.  

Give  J. D. Wulfhorst, Roger Blew, a 

Director, or a committee chair a call and find 

out how you can get involved. 

                                  Next Newsletter Deadline is  

                                      July 15, 2011 

 

 

                    Send your articles and pictures  

                                 (.jpg format)  to:  

                               Shannon Williams 

                         shannonw@uidaho.edu 

 

Idaho Section 
Society for Range Management 
P. O. Box 8101 

Boise, Idaho  83707 

Idaho Section launches new website 

Time for spring cleaning your web browser book-

marks! The Idaho Section SRM website is now being 

hosted on the parent society server. The new web-

site is located at http://idaho.rangelands.org. The 

Section website is the ―go to‖ place to find informa-

tion about upcoming section events, the contact in-

formation for section officers, archived newsletters, 

and other section business.  

Many thanks to Roger Blew and the staff with the 

ESER program at Gonzales-Stoller Surveillance, 

LLC, particularly Alana Jensen, for hosting and up-

dating the Idaho Section website for the past several 

years. 

If you have suggestions for improvement or would 

like to submit an item for posting, email your request 

to Lovina Roselle at lovina@uidaho.edu. Lovina has 

volunteered to manage the new website. 

http://idaho.rangelands.org
mailto:lovina@uidaho.edu

