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Summer 2010 Number 3-10 

 

For those who were able to join in, you already know; and for 

those who weren’t able to make it to Challis for the Idaho SRM 

summer tour, it was grand!  We all owe Sarah Baker a huge 

round of applause for her leadership to organize a great joint 

meeting with the Challis Environmental Stewardship Program.  Established in 1978, the 

Challis ESP was one of three inaugural sites in the country authorized under PRIA 

(Public Rangelands Improvement Act).   With the Challis ESP at 30+, we decided it 

would serve as a great site to revisit.  Baker!!!, as Sarah’s often referred to, coordinated 

between the Challis ESP Board and SRM tour planning committee to focus on touring a 

series of sites with long-term trend photos of riparian areas in the Hormay Rest-Rotation 

Grazing System.  The on-the-ground evidence and the photos we saw demonstrate re-

source improvement with livestock management. 

 

The tour appropriately featured the longstanding stewardship of Gary & Jackie Ingram in 

this area, not to mention the wit and humor they offered the group with story after story.  

Over 60 participants attended the tour, including local community members and produc-

ers from the Challis area & ESP, agency representatives, students and many other SRM 

members from all over the state and region. Special thanks also goes to Preston, Zella, 

and Howard Cutler for their contributions to conducting the tour, longterm stewardship, 

and musical contributions! 

 

We had great weather, a spectacular camp site, superb cooking (see enclosed photo!), and 

a good business meeting to close the tour.  We even recruited new members, survived a 

windstorm, got to chill out in Baker’s!!! big backyard, and ate the Trail Boss (see en-

closed photo!). 

 

On the heels of our tour, Annual Meeting planning for the 2012 Spokane meeting is in 

full swing.  It’s heartening to see how many people have gotten involved in the planning, 

from both the Idaho as well as Pacific Northwest Sections.  There are still plenty of tasks 

and to-dos though, so if you have not yet gotten engaged in the planning caravan, please 

contact me so we can align you to a spot.  Most of the tasks that need to be done do NOT 

require travel to or on-site work in Spokane. 

 

Be on the lookout for more details soon regarding the upcoming annual meeting!  Presi-

dent-elect Roger Blew and a committee are pulling together another great one, slated for 

November 10-12 in southeastern Idaho.  The business meeting will take place at 3:00 

p.m. on the 10th and  conference will begin the morning of the 11th.  Mark the dates on 

your calendars and plan to be there! 

 

J.D. 
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Idaho SRM Treasurer’s Report Summer 2009 
Cindy Salo First Signs of Buckaroo Buck$ Recovery 

Our midyear treasury balance reversed its previous slide and increased over the past two midyear balances (see below). Funds 
raised from our members covered gifts to the U of I Range Club and Brian Miller Scholarship, which left our operating funds 
intact. As 2/3 of our members now receive the newsletter electronically, our office expenses are covered by our income from 
membership dues. In addition, we recouped our previous costs from the section meeting in January. Thanks to the hard work 
of the section meeting committee, JD Wulfhorst, Gretchen Hyde, Lovina Roselle, Kelly Crane, Benton Glaze, Neil Rimbey, Anna 
Owsiak and Meribeth Lomkin.  The very informative gathering broke even. 

            

Featured Recipe Of The Month:  From: Trail Boss’s Cowboy Cookbook, 1985 

 As of yet, no recipes have been submitted by Idaho!  Please send your recipe to:srmcookbook@yahoo.com 

Please Include Your Name, Ranch Name, SRM Section and City, State with each submission.  In the subject line of your email please 

write SRM Cookbook. 

Marinated Vegetable Salad,  Phyllis Simpson,   Alton, Kansas 

1 20 oz. pkg. frozen California blend vegetables 1 can mushrooms, drained  1 pkg. Hidden Valley salad dressing 

3 stalks celery, sliced    3-4 green onions, sliced 

½ c. sliced pimento stuffed olives   3 tomatoes, cut into 8 wedges each 

1 small can ripe pitted olives   2/3 c. salad oil 

½ lb. fresh mushrooms, sliced    ¼ c. vinegar      

Bring frozen vegetables to a boil in small amount of salted water. Cook 2 minutes just to par-cook; drain. Add remaining vegetables; 
toss lightly. Combine the dry salad dressing mix with the oil and vinegar. Mix well; set aside to blend flavors, about 20 minutes. Pour 
over vegetables. Chill 24 hours or longer, mixing lightly 2 or 3 times during this period. Add salt and pepper to taste. NOTE: You may 

add other vegetables such as brussel sprouts, green pepper, etc. This keeps several weeks. 

Calling All Cooks!!!!!!!!! 
Jessica Taylor 
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Science and Solutions for the Range – Sage-grouse Habitat in Idaho 

Sue McMurray   
 A new guide to sage-grouse habitat written by University of Idaho rangeland ecology and manage-
ment scientist Eva Strand and environmental science master’s candidate Jeffrey Gillan will help land owners 
and managers conserve Greater sage-grouse by identifying habitat conditions favorable to each part of the 
bird’s life cycle. 
 “Sage-grouse Habitat in Idaho: A Practical Guide for Land Owners and Managers,” contains 66 pages 
of color photographs and drawings and reflects the habitat guidelines that are included in Idaho’s 2006 Con-
servation Plan for Greater Sage-grouse. This plan is now being implemented by 12 local working groups that 
operate throughout southern Idaho. 
 The Greater sage-grouse now is a candidate for potential listing as “threatened” or “endangered” un-
der the federal Endangered Species Act. Numbers of Greater sage-grouse have been declining in Idaho and 
across the western U.S. 
 As implied by the name, Greater sage-grouse depend on sagebrush-dominated landscapes for their 
forage, cover, nesting habitat and ultimate survival. The deterioration of sagebrush landscapes in the West 
has been a crucial factor in the decline of the Greater sage-grouse. Threats to its survival include fire and in-
vasive grasses, energy development, rural residential development that encroaches on sagebrush landscapes 
and poorly managed grazing.   
 “Those who manage lands and live within sagebrush landscapes can play a significant role in conserv-
ing sage-grouse and the habitat they depend on,” say Gillan and Strand. “This book is just a small part of the 
larger commitment that is being made to conserve this species. We hope it will help ranchers and land man-
agers better tailor their management actions to achieve desirable conditions for nesting and brood-rearing 
and survival through the winter months.”  
 Because livestock grazing is the major land use that occurs on sage-grouse habitat, the guidebook 
focuses on ranching as opposed to other land uses. The guidebook provides information to recognize and 
evaluate sage-grouse habitat, but does not recommend specific grazing or land man-
agement practices. The guidebook focuses on:  

Identification of sage grouse and “look-a-like” species 

Reasons for concern across the range of the birds 

The life cycle of the birds, including breeding, nesting, brood-rearing and late sea-

son survival 

The importance of leks and lek behavior 

Components of sage grouse habitat, including sagebrush species as well as impor-

tant grass and forb plants 

Natural succession within sagebrush communities and impacts to habitat from fire 

and invasive species, and, 

Sources of help for conservation planning and habitat management 
 “The guidebook is a major step in the Governor’s strategy for conserving this 
iconic species,” said Nate Fisher, Governor’s Office of Species Conservation administrator and one of the ma-
jor sponsors of the guidebook. “Much of our important sage grouse habitat is in the hands of ranchers. We 
believe ranching and sage grouse management are very compatible, and this guidebook will help demon-
strate that by helping ranchers understand the habitat conditions they need to achieve.”   
 In addition to the financial support of the Governor’s Office of Species Conservation, the guidebook 
was produced in collaboration with the Bureau of Land Management, Idaho Departments of Fish and Game 
and Agriculture, Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Laura 
Moore Cunningham Foundation also provided significant financial support for the project.  
 An electronic version of the guide is available online at www.cnr.uidaho.edu/range, or a free print ver-
sion may be obtained from any of the collaborating organizations. Free copies also may be ordered from Uni-
versity of Idaho Educational Communications Publications online at 
http://www.cals.uidaho.edu/edComm/catalog.asp, by calling (208) 885-7982 or by E-mailing cal-
spubs@uidaho.edu. 

http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/range
http://www.cals.uidaho.edu/edComm/catalog.asp
mailto:calspubs@uidaho.edu
mailto:calspubs@uidaho.edu
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Idaho Section – Summer Business Meeting Summary 
Meribeth Lomkin 

 Sixteen members and guests participated in the meeting beginning at 8:55 a.m. July 1, 2010 
at the Bayhorse Campground near Challis.   
 
 A huge Thank you to Sarah Baker, Jackie and Gary Ingram, and Zella and Howard Cutler for 
planning and hosting the summer tour. 
 
 Mark your calendars:  

PNW SRM Section Winter meeting – Lavabeds National Monument – Tule Lake, California, 
October 6-8, 2010.  This will be a key point in the calendar of planning for the Spokane 2012 
International meeting planning. 
The Idaho FFA Range Career Development Event (CDE) will be held October 12, 2010 in 
Burley. 
Intermountain Range-Livestock Symposium to be held January 13-14, 2011 in Twin Falls. 
Western National Range CDE, November 8-9, 2010, located in Northern Nevada 

  
Reports on UI Range Department and IRRC activities:  

Last spring Range Club, Lovina Roselle, and J.D. Wulfhorst co-signed 129 letters encourag-
ing folks to join SRM or renew their SRM membership. 
Range club graduated about ½ of their members, but they’re already making contacts with 
potential incoming freshman members. 
Working on FFA Range CDE events, both in Idaho and Western Region (Idaho, Nevada, 
Utah, potentially other states). 

 
 Winter SRM meeting financial report - 2010 broke even. 
 
 Section budget committee – if you are planning an event/activity that will require Section 
money in 2011, submit a budget request form to the committee (Roger Blew, Cindy Salo, Robin 
Holmquist) by mid-fall. 
 
 Idaho SRM updates – we need to remember to get information about Idaho SRM activities to 
the appropriate folks for posting on the SRM website, the Section website.  Activities could also go 
on the Range Calendar on the IRRC Website.  Meribeth will work on coordinating this. 
 
 2010 Spokane Meeting Planning is in gear and ahead of schedule, but we need to keep work-
ing at it!  If you are interested in helping – contact J.D. Wulfhorst.  There is lots of work yet to do and 
plenty of open spaces on the committees.  We still need to work out how the two sections will split 
the “host” portion of meeting proceeds.  General agreement among those at the Idaho Section sum-
mer meeting was that proceeds should be split based upon membership proportion between the 
Idaho and PNW Section – however that works out – roughly 60% PNW to 40% Idaho or 2/3 to 1/3.  
J.D. passed out the concept logo for the meeting.  The committee is considering making the Pre-
Convention Trail Boss electronic, rather than mailing it out to everyone, some hard copies will be 
available for folks who want one.  Any input on that idea is welcome. 
 
 Idaho Section Award Committee – Neil Rimbey asked for nominations to be sent in, he will 
take them anytime.  Awards include: Top Hand to an SRM member, Outstanding Achievement to 
anyone, and President’s Award. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 
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Name That Idaho Drainage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 years ago – Summer 2000 Idaho SRM 10 years ago – Summer 2000 Idaho SRM Newsletter: 

Northern Chapter Update included a report on an NRCS field demonstration day that included a 

visit to intensive grazing management on non-irrigated pastures in the Palouse and farms which 

have converted cropland to Riparian Forest Buffers near Moscow to help meet water quality stan-

dards in Paradise Creek. 

The Summer Meeting & Tour, held in conjunction with and sponsored by the PNW Section near 

Union and Enterprise, Oregon, included field visits at the Hall Ranch and the Zumwalt prairie, the 

Snake and Imnaha River Canyons, and parts of the Wallowa-Whitman Natl. Forest, and  discus-

sions of satellite photos, riparian vegetation monitoring, and the ecology of northeast Oregon. 

30 years ago – September 1980 Idaho SRM Newsletter: 

 Lyman-Richwine Summer Tour was held July 25 & 26.  The Chap-

ter participated in the Challis Experimental  Range Stewardship 

Program Tour. 

Southern Chapter toured Carey Lake where they learned about 

IDFG habitat improvement projects and Laidlaw Park/Carey Kipuka 

where they visited with a “very healthy” rattlesnake and learned 

about the Kipuka and the relic vegetation communities. 

Two pictures of Section members eating during the Idaho Section 

tour at Jordan Valley!  (Meribeth’s note – sounds like my kind of 

tour!) 

40 Years Ago – June 1970 Idaho Section American Society of Range 

Management Newsletter 

 Announcement and registration for the Section Summer Tour of 
 Owyhee Rangelands to be held June 21, 22, 23, 1970. 

Meribeth Lomkin    

Name That Idaho Drainage! 

Submit your guess with the name of 

the Idaho waterway pictured at left to: 

mlomkin@idl.idaho.gov 

Hint: this waterway is a State Park” 

The spring Newsletter Name that Drainage photo was the Snake River at 

Massacre Rocks Rest Area.  J.D. Wulfhorst had the correct answer and will 

get a “Spud Fudge” prize soon.   

This Quarter in Idaho SRM History… Excerpts from Newsletters in the  

 History Treasure Trove: 
Meribeth Lomkin 

mailto:mlomkin@idl.idaho.gov
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Newsletters on the Web 

www.stoller-eser.com 

/idahosrm/ 

SOCIETY FOR RANGE MANAGEMENT  

IDAHO SECTION OFFICERS 

Officers 

President, J.D. Wulfhorst  230-7333  

Pres. Elect, Roger Blew 525-9358  

Past President, Brendan Brazee 378-5722 

Secretary, Meribeth Lomkin  358-1533 

Treasurer, Cindy Salo  850-3313 

 

Chapter Officers 

Northern Director, Lovina Roselle 885-0160  

Southern Director, Kelly Crane  736-3600  

Western Director, Robin Holmquist 845-2324  

Lyman Richwine Director,  Sarah Baker  879-2344 

UI Range Club Pres., Richard Ambrosek 208-589-8920. 

There are lots of opportunities for you to 

become involved in the section’s activities.  

Give J. D. Wulfhorst, Roger Blew, a 

Director, or a committee chair a call and find 

out how you can get involved. 

                                  Next Newsletter Deadline is  

                                      October 15, 2010 

 

 

                    Send your articles and pictures  

                                 (.jpg format)  to:  

                               Shannon Williams 

                         shannonw@uidaho.edu 

 

Idaho Section 
Society for Range Management 
P. O. Box 8101 

Boise, Idaho  83707 


