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President’s Message
By Ruth Luke
A new year often brings excitement for what the future holds for Idaho SRM
Section. I am thankful that I have been entrusted to serve as your president
in 2020. With the beginnings of a new year, elections behind us, we are still
in need of volunteers for the Newsletter Editor, Awards Committee, Fund
Raising Committee, Membership Committee, Nominations Committee, and
Student Activities Committee.
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Mark your calendar for 2021 as the International Society for Range
Management Meeting is coming to Boise! The Idaho Section is working
closely with the International Mountain Section and the Parent Society to
host this event. Volunteers are needed to assist a variety of committees to
conquer this monumental task.
We will be partnering with the Idaho Rangeland Center in June for the Idaho
Section summer tour at Rinker Rock Creek Ranch, Hailey, Idaho. Additional
information coming soon. This will be an exciting year for our section.
Future event ideas, activities ideas, or newsletter articles are welcome from
our members. We highly encourage active participation and look forward to
hearing from you. Our email address is Idaho_SRM@outlook.com.
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Minneapolis, Minnesota SRM Annual Meeting 2019 – Idaho Social

Approximately 23 people with Idaho ties attended the Idaho Social at the 2019 SRM meeting.
Self-introductions were followed by a variety of short presentations. Tipton Hudson, UI Alumni
and Associate Professor at Washington State University Extension in rangeland and livestock
management in Ellensburg, Washington, gave some background on how the Art of Range
Podcast has grown from an idea between a couple of WSU Extension staff traveling to a
workshop into more than 11 educational podcasts with a growing audience. Mike Kuyper,
Assistant Field Manager BLM Pocatello Field Office and Idaho SRM Lyman-Richwine Director
gave an update on Idaho Section SRM summer tour plans.
Dr. April Hulet, Idaho SRM President, gave an update on Idaho SRM activities including an
overview of Boise 2021 annual meeting planning efforts so far. Dr. Karen Launchbaugh, Dr.
Eric Winford, and Dr. Jason Karl each contributed to updates on University of Idaho Range
Department and Rangeland Center activities.
THANK YOU to the Rangeland Center and the UI Department of Forest, Rangeland, and Fire
Sciences for sponsoring the snacks at the 2019 Idaho Get Together!

Idaho Social at Minneapolis, Minnesota SRM meeting, February 12, 2019.
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Idaho High School Youth Forum Report
Two Awesome Delegates – Two Fantastic Speeches!
By Meribeth Lomkin
The Idaho Section was fortunate to be represented by two outstanding delegates at the 2020
SRM High School Youth Forum (HSYF). Thank you to Idaho Rangeland Resources
Commission, who co-sponsored our delegates, donating half of the Idaho delegate registration
cost.
Idaho’s 2020 High School Youth Forum (HSYF) Delegate, Jacob Flick, won Second Place in the
HSYF speaking contest! Jacob’s win came at the Annual SRM meeting in Denver, Colorado on
February 18, 2020. The title of his winning speech was: “EAJA – Negative Impacts of a Positive
Bill”. In addition to a nice plaque and SRM fame, the “top five” HSYF Speech Contest winners
get their papers posted on the SRM website.
Jacob lives in Gooding, Idaho, and is currently a Junior at Gooding High School. Jacob is active
in FFA and has participated in several Rangeland Career Development Events.
Our 2019 High School Youth Forum (HSYF) Delegate, Makenzy Whittekiend, won First Place in
the HSYF speaking contest last year in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The HSYF Speech Contest
winner gets their paper posted on the SRM website and the opportunity to attend the next
Annual SRM meeting to present their speech at the SRM Awards Ceremony. As a result,
Makenzy traveled to Denver in February 2020 and presented her winning speech: “Fire
Prevention on American Rangelands” to the SRM members gathered at the SRM Integrated
Business Meeting and Awards Program. She did a fantastic job capturing the attention of the
large audience (approximately 500 people!).
Makenzy, a Wendell native who attended High School in Hagerman, is currently a Freshman at
College of Southern Idaho in Twin Falls. Outside of giving her speech at the Awards Ceremony,
Makenzy also assisted the adult chaperones and HSYF President in running the HSYF program
throughout the Denver SRM meeting.
In addition to the speech contest and awards ceremony, the HSYF delegates participated in a
variety of other activities. They attended Monday’s Plenary session and the HSYF Ecological
Tour. While traveling to the first stop on the tour, the group learned about the History and
Ecology of Colorado’s Front Range. At the Lowry Ranch, they learned about wildlife concerns
and range monitoring on the Piedmont Tallgrass Prairie and discussed planned grazing
management at a riparian area. The group enjoyed lunch and a short visit to the Plains
Conservation Center – a short grass prairie nature preserve and educational center that
includes replicas of a pioneer village and tipi camp. The final tour stop was the Rocky Mountain
Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge where they learned about the history and present management
of the Refuge, participated in wildlife viewing and a discussion of wildlife habitat, and learned
about the Refuge Bison Management program. The students participated in a professional
interactions dinner, attended SRM sessions and the dance, visited the trade show, and held a
HSYF business meeting.
Makenzy and Jacob also attended the Range Practicum, a variety of hands-on land and
livestock training workshops held at the National Western Stock Show facility on Thursday.
Thank you for doing such a great job representing the Idaho Section, Jacob and Makenzy!
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Idaho Section SRM 2019 Awards
By Faith Ryan
Natural resource managers, educators, and members of your Idaho Section SRM nominated
Top Hand, Outstanding Achievement, and Excellence in Range Management awards late last
summer. After committee review Dr. April Hulet, then-President of the Idaho Section,
enthusiastically presented these awards to some of the most deserving educators, supporters
and practitioners of rangeland management at the University of Idaho Rangeland Fall Forum in
Marsing, October 10-11, 2019.
Be sure to extend your congratulations to these outstanding people. Our rangelands are
healthier and communities more vibrant because of their dedication and work!
Top Hand Award
This award goes to the Range Management Program Staff at the Idaho State Department of
Agriculture (ISDA). ‘Team Range’ is led by Brooke Jacobson, together with Jeremiah Johnson,
Thadd Strom and Austin Terrell. Thadd has recently moved back to Colorado but was
instrumental in getting the Survey 123 app for photo monitoring up and running. With Thadd’s
assistance, there is now considerable ease of managing photos and basic data with a simple
upload to an ISDA ESRI account. No digital stacks of unlabeled photos or stray notebook
pages in this range management program!
Jeremiah, Austin and Brooke are University of Idaho graduates; as well Austin and Jeremiah
are Idaho natives. Brooke deeply appreciates Jeremiah and Austin’s skill in working with
people, a skill that makes a critical difference in this program. They contribute technical
assistance with Forest collaboratives, outreach with state and federal agencies, and they meet
producers in the field to provide training for effective monitoring. Effective monitoring includes
having the photos and data accepted by state and federal agencies.
Their nomination letter best sums the cooperative monitoring program: “I have heard from
ranchers and agency land managers that the ISDA range group has been easy to work with,
willing to listen, and gets out on the range to ensure that monitoring data is of the highest
quality. Although several ISDA professionals and ranchers should be recognized for this
valuable monitoring program, I believe Brooke Jacobson should receive special accolades for
her tireless efforts to make this cooperative permittee monitoring program a reality. This
monitoring program reflects Brooke’s personal commitment to empower ranchers and
represents a pro‐active way to improve management of Idaho’s public and private rangelands.”
Other results of the ISDA Range Program’s work are enhanced coordination with state and
federal agencies, producer associations, the Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission, and
locally led multi-resource stakeholder groups such the Idaho Rangeland Resource Partnership
and Sage Grouse Local Working groups. On the ground the team’s contributions have assisted
with the Bureau of Land Management grazing permit issuance, sage grouse habitat
enhancement policy and work, and use of flexible management that is oriented to resource
outcomes.
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Excellence in Range Management
Steve Boren, of Owyhee County Idaho, is a most deserving recipient of the Excellence in Range
Management Award. This award recognizes managers or ranchers who are conservationminded and embrace putting innovations in science and stewardship into practice. Steve Boren
and his family are recognized for their work they have done to improve their rangelands. The
nomination, from those who have worked with Steve over the years, noted that Steve
exemplifies the purpose of this award by “always being open to new ideas and willing to
experiment to help other landowners and land managers find effective ways to treat resource
issues common to the rangelands of Owyhee County.”
Some of Steve’s accomplishments include eight years of treating over 7,000 acres of private
and state land encroached by juniper. Using a variety of methods and with Steve’s
determination, money, time and energy many of these acres have been restored from heavy
juniper cover to a healthy functioning sagebrush vegetation type. Steve’s vision is of large
connective landscapes providing desirable habitat for foundation species such as sage grouse.
Those on the field tour at the University of Idaho Rangeland Fall Forum could see results of
Steve’s work. Steve chose treatments appropriate to the site, sometimes including prescribed
fire to reduce juniper slash, seeding desirable grass and forb species into burn sites to restore
rangeland vegetation more suitable for sage grouse, and removing encroaching juniper from
aspen stands to sustain this important ecological type and its benefits to a variety of wildlife.

University of Idaho Rangeland Fall Forum tour, October 2019. Steve Boren
(horseback) discussing results of his juniper encroachment work in the background.
Photo courtesy of Scott Jensen.
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In addition to his juniper treatments, along Josephine Creek and Rose Creek Steve and his
family’s work supports both livestock production and riparian associated wildlife habitat. Steve
installed Beaver Dam Analogs and other in-stream structures to improve hydrologic function that
in turn support the adjacent mesic areas.

University of Idaho Rangeland Fall Forum tour, October
2019. Closeup of results of Steve Boren’s in-stream structure work.
Photo courtesy of Scott Jensen.

Steve also actively contributes to his community and his profession through service to the local
public-school system, livestock association, and the local sage grouse working group.
Outstanding Achievement
Gretchen Hyde, as the Executive Director of Idaho Rangelands Resource Commission has
been helping Idaho citizens understand Idaho’s rangelands and foster their wise use and
management for decades. The Outstanding Achievement Award recognizes Gretchen for the
substantial contributions she has made during her extensive career in the rangeland profession.
Gretchen has never wavered in bringing her enthusiasm, creativity, skill and collaborative work
to new ways of reaching a variety of audiences. Gretchen effectively provides key information
that is essential to understanding, improving, and sustaining the productivity of all Idaho’s
rangelands for a variety of ecological and social benefits.
If you haven’t been following Gretchen’s work, take some time now to become aware of the
outstanding educational tools available through the Idaho Rangelands Resource Commission
(IRRC website). To name just a few of her most recent innovations and exceptional work look
into the downloadable curriculum materials for your local high school teachers, and full
classroom resources for your local 4 th and 5th graders. Further, the award-winning “Life on the
Range” video series is sure to appeal to all audiences. As rangeland aficionados click on
“Range Stories” at the upper right-hand corner of any IRRC web page to be updated with
people practicing sound land management in all corners of Idaho. Our learning is enhanced by
all that Gretchen and the IRRC offer.
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Gretchen’s newest offering is the I-ROAM rangeland education trailer loaded with interactive
multi-media resources. This mobile educational resource will allow students from across Idaho
to explore and investigate elements of rangelands. While still under development, Gretchen is
working closely with University of Idaho Rangeland Specialist, Dr. April Hulet; artist, Antonio
Hedrick, and a number of collaborating agencies to bring Idaho students this mobile learning
platform that includes an interactive guidebook. Your Idaho Section SRM leadership heartily
agrees with Gretchen’s nomination letter that states: “It should also be recognized, that nearly
all her accomplishments have been gained through collaboration with other individuals and
organizations as she is a master at identifying the right partners and making the collaboration
work.”

Is someone you know who is deserving of a National SRM award?
National Awards available include, for example,
• Sustained Lifetime Achievement
• Outstanding Achievement – Land Stewardship
• Outstanding Achievement – Research / Academia
• Outstanding Young Range Professional
• YPC Apprentice Member Award
All of these awards, and more, are described in the national Awards Committee Handbook.
You can get your own copy by clicking on the orange box near the top of the page at
https://rangelands.org/committees/awards/
Nominations for National Awards are due June 1
and Idaho Section needs 30 day lead time to get them to Denver by June 1.
You should use a nomination form from National at least as a guide.
You can find this by scrolling down to “HOW to SUBMIT a NOMINATION” at
https://rangelands.org/committees/awards/ .
Then click on “Download SRM Honor Award Nomination Form 2018”.
Send your nominations to faith.e.ryan@gmail.com by May 1.
Email Faith with any questions you may have! She will be happy to help you.
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IDAHO
SECTION
AWARDS

Dr. Neil Rimbey wrote the following timeless words in the winter, 2011 Idaho Section
Newsletter.
Dr. Rimbey has been a tireless advocate of recognizing those associated with rangelands
across Idaho, for their exemplary stewardship.
“The Idaho Section SRM tries to honor individuals and groups who are advancing
the art and science of range management, improving rangelands
and enhancing our knowledge of rangeland ecosystems in the state and nation.”
It is uplifting to recognize individuals or groups for their professional work and contributions.
Award nominations inspire others, giving lift to how each of us strive
to carry the torch for rangelands and all who rely on them and care deeply for them.
Nominations are submitted by members and others.
The Awards Committee reviews nominations and makes recommendations on award
recipients. It was a pleasure this year to receive nominations of deserving individuals and
groups.
: current awards are :
Excellence in Range Management Award — For land managers or ranchers who are
conservation-minded and embrace putting innovations in science and stewardship into
practice.
Top Hand Award — For an individual or group who have demonstrated a noteworthy
contribution to the section.
Outstanding Achievement Award — A career award for those individuals who have made
substantial contributions over their extensive career in the rangeland profession.
President’s Award — our Idaho Section president may select the recipient of his or her
choice to receive special recognition for service and involvement in the section.
Nominations for Idaho Section SRM awards are due June 30.
Nominations may be in simple letter format.
Send your nominations to faith.e.ryan@gmail.com by June 30.
Email Faith with any questions you may have! She will be happy to help you.
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FFA Rangeland Assessment CDE 2019
By: April Hulet, Extension Rangeland Specialist, University of Idaho

Each year, the Idaho section Society for Range Management supports several FFA High School
competitions through time and financial donations. In 2019, the Idaho Rangeland Assessment
State FFA Career Development Event (CDE) was held in Jerome and had 15 high schools from
across Idaho participate. The top 5 teams from Idaho (1 st to 5th place) were Hagerman,
Gooding, Rockland, West Jefferson, and Rigby Middle. These teams went on to compete in the
Western National Rangeland CDE in Elko, NV.
In these events, students demonstrate their knowledge of rangeland principles and proved their
skills in assessing rangelands. Students competed for awards by learning to identify 75
common western rangeland plants, measuring vegetation attributes for livestock and wildlife
habitat, and making management recommendations for an appropriate stocking rate,
suggesting grazing management options and implementing habitat improvements.
Several SRM members joined students in the field to describe how these skills they have
learned are put into practice. Students also had the opportunity to interact with rangeland
professionals that shared their experiences working on rangeland and encouraged students to
explore rangeland ecology and management as a future career pathway.
The Rangeland Assessment CDEs would not be possible with SRM members volunteers who
set-up and provided direction during the event, and also provided career information to
students. If you would like to get more involved in the CDEs, please contact April Hulet,
Extension Rangeland Specialist at the University of Idaho (aprilh@uidaho.edu).

Nuggets of Knowledge

If you have nuggets of wisdom that would assist others in rangeland management that you
would like to pass on please email Idaho_SRM@outlook.com and it may be added to future
newsletters.
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Denver, Colorado SRM Annual Meeting 2020

“The Future SRM and how do we get there?”
Highlights of Dr. Karen Launchbaugh’s Plenary Session presentation at Society for Range
Management, February 18, 2020, Denver CO

Dr. Karen identified enduring common themes for SRM members:
• Love of rangelands (lands “with more cows and less butter”)
• The uniting of experience and experiments as evidenced through
◆ Melding of art and science
◆ Span of generations
◆ Connection between people and the land
She emphasized that conservation happens through conversations.
Dr. Karen then went on “to the horizon” and explored ways to get there:
• Build on solid ground
• Do important things in new ways
• Ask “what if?”
• Seek impactful change
• Build a community of practice.
We all struggle with having less time in which to do important and timeless things. On our list,
one might consider taking a Sunday drive, reading books, having coffee with friends!
Dr. Karen challenged us to move from the comfortable ways of our rangeland management
practices, to explore and take up commendable practices. This includes finding solutions for
today’s rangeland issues by connecting with people on the ground and around the world. She
brought her lived experience that people learn when they know you care about them. Honoring
the blend of wisdom and curiosity is accomplished by attentive listening, looking people in the
eye, contributing our best as life intervenes, and being OK with wearing ‘uncomfortable’.
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We were invited to consider the activities of SRM, from youth range camps and range judging
competitions, University Range Clubs, the Young Professionals Conclave, Section field tours
and forums, and conversations everywhere. Each of these events and interactions help our
members grow. Our connections and shared passion between SRM members are the greatest
positive influence for others who influence or effect rangeland management.
Beyond the comfortable Dr. Karen encouraged us to create avenues for people to participate in
our SRM sections when geography and economics challenge us. We are also called to help
people understand the structure and function (mechanics) of our society. Our contributions will
be as varied as our membership! In all, the benefits of SRM membership are being able to
approach anyone, knowing who we can call for help, continuous learning, and opportunities for
our choosing to grow. The future is ours, now!

Annual SRM Conference Denver - Something for Everyone
By Ruth Luke
Annually, the Society for Range Management holds an annual conference in different locations
every year with members from 48 countries attending this meeting. These meetings are a place
to come together to share knowledge, wisdom, network, find employment, shop, participate in
various seminars and tours, and all around have fun. This year’s 73rd annual SRM conference
was held in Denver, CO.

Bridging the Gap: College students and young professionals’ opportunity to meet with others who
have been in their natural resource careers for a question and answer session.
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Left: Poster Session - an opportunity to provide a
synopsis of great information.

Below: Young professional conclave provides
opportunities to build relationships between
students, graduate students, young professionals
and long time-members.
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Above: The combined Idaho and International Mountain Section Social saw nearly 75 participants. It was a great
way to mingle and meet for those that are working on the Boise 2021 Annual Planning Committee. Students from 5
different universities participated in the 2020 social.

Below: Trade show mixer with great booths, new friends
and great food!

Above: The annual meeting provides opportunities
for on the spot hiring for new college graduates and
applications for other positions being advertised and
the local, federal, and private industry.
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Live music and
dancing are a
highlight for many
who come from
various locations
across the globe.
Don’t let a
language barrier
keep you from the
dance floor. It
didn’t stop us.
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University of Idaho Range Club wins
2nd place in the University Website Display Contest !
CHECK it OUT !
http://ui-range-club.weebly.com/
Congratulations to the Club leadership, members and to their
advisor, Dr. Jason Karl.

Letters to Idaho SRM Section Members:
February 2019
Dear Idaho SRM,
Thank You on behalf of the entire Endowment Fund Development Committee for your generous
contribution to the Endowment Fund Silent Auction held February 11 and 12, 2019 at the
Society for Range Management Annual meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Your item donation
and support of the Endowment Fund Silent Auction are greatly appreciated. The Idaho Gift
Basket donated by the Idaho Section SRM generated a high bid of $50 in the 2019 auction.
Again, we thank you for your part in making the Silent Auction a success and hope that you will
be able to contribute to SRM Endowment Fund fundraising activities in the future.
Sincerely,
SRM Endowment Fund Development Committee

Feb. 13, 2019
Dear Idaho SRM,
I wanted to take this opportunity to formally thank you for sponsoring me as the Idaho Delegate
to the High School Youth Forum. I really appreciate the opportunity that you provided to me.
Thanks for all you do, and sincerely,
Makenzy Whittekiend
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Letters to Idaho SRM Section Members:
Fall 2019
Dear Idaho Section – Society for Range Management,
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the Western National
Rangeland CDE. This was the first time that members from the Omak FFA participated in this
event. We enjoyed the event and the trip to Elko, NV. Our state, Washington, was introduced
to this event this summer through our instructor’s summer professional development
conference. She presented the idea to us early this fall and we said we would try the event and
we are glad that we did!
Through this experience we have gained a lot of knowledge about rangeland plants, issues, and
evaluation methods. Some of the things that we have learned that we did not expect to learn
was about the abundance of career opportunities, summer employment possibilities, and
knowledge of the universities that provided programs in rangeland education. As a result of this
career development event, at least one team member has altered his career goal and two other
members have been able to directly apply their practical knowledge to their family’s cattle
operation. We look forward to participating in expanded events in our state next year and
participating in the event in 2020 in Baker City, OR. Again, thank you for allowing us this
wonderful opportunity to participate in this event.
Sincerely,
Omak FFA, Omak, Washington, Rangeland CDE Members

Feb. 21, 2020
Dear Idaho Society for Range Management Section,
We cannot begin to express how much we would like to thank you for supporting our High
School Youth Forum trip to Denver. Please expect to find us becoming better stewards of the
land as we build upon the valuable range management skills we learned while in Colorado.
Again, thank you kindly.
Sincerely,
Makenzy Whittekiend and Jacob Flick
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