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President’s Message 
By Mike Kuyper 

 
What a year it has been! Looking back at last year’s spring newsletter, it is 
amazing how quickly plans changed and how adaptive the Society and its 
members proved to be.  Our Idaho Section summer tour turned virtual as 
well did the Parent Societies Annual Meeting that was planned for Boise.  
Despite the impacts the last year has had on social gatherings and the ability 
of many of us to conduct work in an office setting, we have persevered and if 
you are like me you have come to truly appreciate being outside on the 
range. 
Over the next year I would like to focus on you, the Idaho Section members.  
Over the past several years there has been a decline in participation by the 
membership in attending activities and participating in committees.  Our 
section as well as others have also seen a shift in membership away from 
Ranchers and users of Rangelands.  I plan to fully support and make every effort to fully staff 
the membership committee with a diverse group of members, however, to do this I need your 
help and willingness to participate.  I would like to invite members to contact me or a member of 
the board if you are interested in helping the section determine what can be done to improve 
existing member satisfaction and help with recruiting new members.  Please consider joining the 
membership committee and make your voice heard.  
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We have several key positions that need filled by a member willing to serve.  Vacant positions 
are: Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor.  If you want to get involved with the section these 
are great positions to start in.  If you’re interested please email me at Idaho_SRM@outlook.com 
or call/text me at 208-241-2490. 
 
 

President Elect 2021 
The president elect serves as a member of the Idaho 
Section Board of Directors and as a member of the 
Parent Society’s Advisory Council.  They are 
responsible for planning and organizing the annual 
winter meeting and will work closely with the President 
in the supervising of Section affairs.  Faith Ryan our 
2021 President Elect first became a member of the 
Society for Range Management when studying at 
Colorado State University and working summers for the 
Forest Service. Being responsible for grazing 
management on the Black Hills, Prescott, Bridger-
Teton and Salmon-Challis National Forests, and the 
Little Missouri National Grasslands.  According to Faith 
The relationships she has had the privilege of building 
through SRM are just as rewarding as her work for 
healthy rangelands. SRM is about being in this 

together, sharing our knowledge, ideas, stories, opinions, desolations, and consolations. Faith’s 
vision as your President-Elect for Idaho Section SRM is to provide opportunities and services 
you would find useful. She intends to closely work with your Board of Directors and Committee 
Chairs to deliver benefits you want from your Section, be they new or classic and looks forward 
to supporting Idaho SRM members in their passion for range management. 
 
 

New Elected Directors 
Directors serve on committees at the request of the President.  They attend and actively 
participate in all Section Board meetings and solicit requests, concerns, and suggestions from 
SRM members.   
 
Western Director: Eric Winford 

Eric has been working at the University of Idaho as the 
Associate Director of the Rangeland Center since September 
2017. In this role, Eric manages the operations of the Center 
and takes lead roles in coordinating research and outreach 
teams. Prior to this position, Eric worked at the Washington 
Department of Natural Resources as the Teanaway 
Community Forest Planner. Originally from Tennessee, Eric 
moved west in 2002 and spent several years working for the 
US Forest Service, the National Park Service, and a 
conservation district as he moved around several western 
states. Eric has a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Tennessee, and a master’s from the University of California, 
Davis. Eric enjoys spending time outside, whether it’s 
monitoring a research project or rafting a river. 
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Northern Director: Sean Di Stéfano 
 
Sean Di Stéfano is a Ph.D. Candidate and Graduate Research 
Assistant at the University of Idaho. Sean has a B.S. and M.S. in 
Range Science from New Mexico State University. Sean has been 
active in the Society for Range Management since joining as a 
college freshman in 2013. Sean has also been an officer in the 
SRM Reclamation and Restoration committee for the past two 
years. Sean main areas of interest are oil and gas reclamation and 
rangeland monitoring. 

 
 

 
 

Idaho SRM 2021 At A Glance 
 

• Bylaw Revision: The new Bylaws have been drafted and are posted on the website for 
review.  The goal is to finalize the Bylaw revisions this year bringing our section more in 
line with how we currently function.  Comments can be made by downloading the 
document, inserting comments, and then mailing it to Idaho_SRM@outlook.com 
(Subject: ID SRM Bylaw Comments), or Just e-mailing written comments. Comments 
are due by May 10, 2021. 
 

• Summer Tour/Meeting:  A committee is currently being formed to develop the summer 
tour/meeting.  If you have ideas for a summer tour or are interested in participating in 
this committee, please contact Michael Kuyper at Idaho_SRM@outlook.com or 208-241-
2490.   

 

• Winter Meeting:  We hope to have an in-person winter meeting this year with an option 
for remote participation.  Look for more information in the Summer of Fall newsletter. 
 

• Standing Committees: This year the Board of Directors will be evaluating our sections 
standing committees that have been severely understaffed resulting in reduced output 
and functionality.  

 
 

Idaho Section SRM 2020 President’s Award 
 
 
The purpose of the President’s Award is to acknowledge exemplary service to the Idaho Section 
Society for Range Management.  Maribeth’s dedication to the Section reaches back many 
years. Her contributions to the Section have been twice recognized with the President’s Award 
in her name, in 2003 and 2008.  
 
Meribeth is our strength and our glue, she is our organizational memory and an organizer for 
any task.  She reliably accomplishes a myriad of critical tasks for which she has either 
volunteered, such as Secretary and Historian, or for which she sees a need and steps in on-the-
fly.  A few examples of gaps in Section function, that Meribeth has ably closed, are note-taking 
for the National Annual Meeting Planning Committee, assuring plaques are made and available 
for awards, keeping critical reports to IRS and the State on time, calling a meeting to order when 
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the President and President-Elect are called away with little notice.  Meribeth does all this with 
her characteristic laugh and possibly a comment such as doing her own chores by headlamp in 
the summer. But never a complaint.   
 
Student participation in the High School Youth Forum (HSYF) annually is due to Meribeth’s 
initiative, weeks of dedicated hours, and unshakeable commitment for Idaho youth to have a 
golden opportunity for advancing their interest in natural resource management as well as 
personal development.  Once again, in 2019 Meribeth recruited top-notch students, helped them 
prepare for the competition, made and kept connections humming with our parent society and 
the HSYF Committee, was their pseudo-Mom during the hectic week at the annual meeting, 
assured the students made it to Denver and back [which is a tale of its own], successfully 
solicited outside financial support for the venture, and publicized the students’ success in their 
hometown press.  Singlehandedly Meribeth did all of this!  When you ask her about this 
Meribeth is very unassuming about how much work this is.   
 
Meribeth, the 2020 President’s Award represents how much, as President of the Idaho Section 
for Range Management, I appreciate the amount of time and dedication you graciously have 
invested in the Idaho Society for Range Management Section not just for this year, but for many 
previous years.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Is someone you know who is deserving of a National SRM award?  
 
National Awards available include, for example, 

• Sustained Lifetime Achievement 

• Outstanding Achievement – Land Stewardship 

• Outstanding Achievement – Research / Academia 

• Outstanding Young Range Professional 

• YPC Apprentice Member Award 
All of these awards, and more, are described in the national Awards Committee Handbook. 

You can get your own copy by clicking on the orange box near the top of the page at 
https://rangelands.org/committees/awards/ 

 
The nomination form from National is found at https://rangelands.org/committees/awards/ .   
 

Send your nominations to faith.e.ryan@gmail.com  by May 1.    
Email Faith with any questions you may have! She will be happy to help you. 
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