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Winter Meeting/Event 2021 

An opportunity to brush up your plant 

identification skills over lunch and after dinner.  

Enjoy learning Field identification of 10-15 

important species each session. 

Grasses: Wednesday, December 15th  at noon, 

Mountain Time 

Forbs: Wednesday, January 5th  at 6pm, Mountain 

Time. 

Check the Idaho SRM web Page for futher Info, links and 

updates: https://idahosrm.wordpress.com/events/ 

 In Person Meeting Places 

Jerome, Idaho  

Where: IDFG Magic Valley Regional Office 

(Black Pine Conference Room).  324 South, 

417 East, Jerome, ID 83338 

Contact: Meribeth Lomkin 208-358-1533 

 

Salmon, Idaho 

Where: Nancy M Cummings REE Center 

Conference Room, 16 N. Hot Springs Ranch 

Rd (east off Hwy 93 N.) Salmon, ID 83467 

Contact: Bebe Dodds 208-756-2749 

 

Boise Idaho 

Where: Idaho Water Center, Room 250, 322 

E. Front St., Boise ID  

Contact: Eric Winford 208-364-3176 

Online Registration Link:  

https://uidaho.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIo

c-2vqjMjH9Wo07JdXz68t7V9U0MAhZ6O 

(Left Image(s): Flyers created by: Katie 

Lambert) 

 

WINTER 2021 



 CALL FOR DELEGATES 
SRM High School Youth Fourm 

By: Meribeth Lomkin 

Do you know a high school student who is excited or curious about Rangelands?  Would they be 

interested in learning more about rangelands with other high school students from across North 

America?  In 1966 the SRM recognized a need to involve youth in learning about rangelands at the 

Society’s International meeting.  Continuing this tradition, the High School Youth Forum (HSYF) has 

been a highlight of every SRM International meeting (except for 2021’s virtual meeting).  

Each SRM Section may bring a maximum of three HSYF delegates to the International SRM 

meeting.  The Idaho Section is seeking high school students who are interested in learning more 

about rangelands, spending time with range professionals and other high school students from 

across North America, writing a paper, and preparing and giving a 6-8 minute presentation on a 

range topic of their choice.   

Since the number of delegates that can attend each year is limited, selection for this activity is 

considered a high honor for those students selected.  Idaho HSYF delegate applications are due 

December 15, 2021.   

If you know someone who may be interested in representing Idaho as a delegate to the HSYF at the 

2022 International SRM meeting in Albuquerque, NM (February 6-10-2022), please contact Meribeth 

Lomkin for more information on Idaho’s application process!  Meribeth may be reached at 208-358-

1533 and/or mlomkin64@gmail.com 

For more information (and Idaho student application) go to: 

www.idahosrm.wordpress.com/students/ 

 

President’s 

Message 

By: Mike Kuyper 

 

 

 
As the year draws to an end so does the term of several 

positions with the Board of Directors.  I wanted to thank 

Meribeth Lomkin for filling in as the Southern Director and 

Bruce Slice who filled in as the Lyman Richwine Director for a 

portion of the term; in addition a special  thanks to Ruth Luke 

who will complete her term as Past President and was a great 

mentor to me.  All members should know that their existing 

and new board members (following this years vote) are truly 

dedicated to the section and I’m excited to see the energy 

building in the leadership which should bring about good 

things in 2022 & 2023. 

On a different note, I wanted to share a photo of a small 

seeding study (implemented by USU) that was conducted in a 

cheatgrass dominated area.  The plots were seeded in 2019 

with native grasses and the experiment included plots treated 

with glysophate in combination mowing and raked areas (to 

remove the cheatgrass biomas and thatch).  This area 

recently burned in June 2021 making the study plots stand out 

from the surrounding land.   Hopefully additional monitoring 

will show what the dominant seeded grass will become, but it 

is always encouraging to see seeded grasses establishing 

themselves in a cheatgrass monoculture area. 

mailto:mlomkin64@gmail.com
http://www.idahosrm.wordpress.com/students/


 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

 

 

 

 

AWARDS 

CHAIRPERSON 

SPOTLIGHT 

 

By: Wesley Anderton 

 

 
My name is Wesley Anderton and I grew up in Utah on a farm in 

Tooele County. That is how I got my passion for caring for the 

land.  I graduated from Utah State University with a Bachelor of 

Science in Rangeland Ecology and Management. I currently 

work on the Salmon Challis National Forest on the Lost River 

Ranger District in Mackay, Idaho. I love to hunt, fish, and be 

outdoors with my family. My wife Laura and I have four kids 

ranging in ages 18 to 8. 

The reason I want to be the Awards Chairman is that I think 

recognizing people is important to helping us make our 

rangelands better. Awarding people for a job well done shows 

appreciation and can help motivate others to do better. My aim 

is to help the Idaho Section awards program move forward, 

most especially to show others outside of the Society for Range 

Management that the Idaho Section cares about what is being 

done on the land.  

I look forward to hearing from you with ideas to improve the 

awards program and most especially to learn about someone 

you think is deserving of an award.  No nominations for awards 

were received in 2021 and with your help we can change this.  

The best way to contact me is via our Section email address, 

ID_SRM@outlook.com with "attention Wes Anderton" in the 

subject line. 

mailto:ID_SRM@outlook.com


CALL TO MEMBERS 
(Program Chair & Public Relations) 

 

 

 

Bylaw Revision 
Approved 

The section voted and unanimously approved the bylaw revisions.  

Thank you to all of the board members for their input and efforts to 

get these done.  A special thanks to Ruth Luke and Faith Ryan for 

their leadership and management of the drafting process.  

Following submittal of revision it will be available on the Idaho 

Section website. 



 

2021 Summer 
Meeting/Tour (Review) 

Thanks Again to our Fantastic 

Presenters Both Days! 

 

DAY 1, AUGUST 26, IDAHO WATER CENTER, BOISE. 

Day one was filled with excellent presentations facilitated by Eric Winford.  Diverse presentations from 

many views of recreation “Outside in Idaho” were available for our learning and enjoyment. 

• “Recreation’s Complex Role in Today’s Rangeland Management”, Presented by Brenda 

Richards 

• “Opportunities for tracking rangeland recreation usage and impacts”, Presented by Dr. Jason 

Karl 

• “Experiences in ‘turning negatives into positives’, including projects that communicate 

responsible and respectful recreation”,  Presented by Gretchen Hyde 

• “Messaging Responsible Recreation”, Presented by David Claycomb. 

• “Recreation Planning and Management: What does success look like?”,  Presented by John 

Kurtz 

 

(Above: Virtual Presentation. Right: Live 

Presentation) 

 

 

DAY 2, AUGUST 27, FIELD TOUR(S) 

 

(Discussions at the Three Bear Parking Lot) 

Day two consisted of field tours and was facilitated by 

Meribeth Lomkin. 

• Tour: Three Bear Ridge to River Trail System. Ridge 

to Rivers Executive Director, David Gordon, 

discussed how Ridge to Rivers is addressing user 

conflicts and working with partners. 

• Tour: 3D Archery Range – Boise River Wildlife 

Management Area. IDFG Regional Habitat 

Manager, Brad Lowe, addressed wildlife habitat 

considerations in managing recreation use. 

• Tour: Steamboat Trailhead, Idaho City. IDL 

Recreation Program Manager, Todd Wernex, 

discussed changes in trail locations, types of 

signage, funding trail work, discerning priorities 

and addressing watershed concerns. 



 

(Lunch at Ray Robison Community Hall, Idaho City) 

Lunch was a great chance to learn more from each 

other’s recreation management experiences and 

make new friends! 

 

(Discussion at Steamboat Trailhead) 

Tour stops included presentations, 

question/answer/group discussions, and hikes to see 

and learn more at each stop! 

 

BOISE 
ANNUAL 

MEETING 
2023 

The Planning for the 2023 Annual Meeting is starting 

back up after a two year hiatus.  Some of the original 

planning members have moved and/or are no longer 

available.  The Annual Meeting Planning Commity will 

be assessing their needs during December and will be 

providing an update at the Idaho Section’s Business 

meeting on January 12, 2022.  At the Business meeting 

there will be information on how to help out with the 

annual meeting. 

 

   

Brian Miller Scholarship Fund Report By: Meribeth Lomkin 

The UI Endowment Report has arrived for Fiscal Year 2021.  If anyone would like to see the entire 

report, contact Meribeth.  The Brian Miller/Idaho Section scholarship fund is managed by the 

University of Idaho Foundation in the Consolidated Investment Trust (CIT).  The Brian Miller Scholarship 

Fund market value was $60,823.71 as of June 30, 2021. 

The FY21 UI Foundation CIT report cover letter states: “Thanks to generous gifts of $13.2 million and 

stunning returns of 30%, the highest fair market valuation in our history was achieved.  The CIT, our 

permanent pooled endowment fund, grew by almost $88 million to $389 million in just one Fiscal 

Year.”  Riding this wave, the Brian Miller Scholarship Fund enjoyed investment earnings of $13,932.67! 

The UI Foundation’s “rule of thumb” for Scholarship Endowments to be able to consistently disperse 

$2,000 in Scholarships per year is $50,000.  We reached that level this year! 

Thank you to everyone who has generously donated to the Brian Miller Scholarship Fund in the past 

and all who continue to do so in the future.  The fund can keep growing and providing more 

assistance to deserving students in the Range program at the University of Idaho.    

 



HIGH SCHOOL RANGELAND EVENTS 

By: Karen Launchbaugh 

Idaho Rangeland Event - Many Idaho SRM members work hard to pass their rangeland knowledge 

and skills onto the next generation. The Idaho Rangeland  Career Development Event for FFA students 

was held in Owyhee County on October 12. Sixteen teams and 81 students from across Idaho 

participated in this event to test their skill in plant identification, site description, rangeland 

assessment, setting stocking rates, and suggesting range management strategies.  

The top team was Rockland FFA with other winning teams including Gooding (2nd), American Falls 

(3rd), Hagerman (4th) and Rigby (5th). The Top Hand award was earned by Kiersten Kindred  from 

Gooding with 2nd place secured by Brandon Munk from Rockland,  Andrew Sharp from West Jefferson 

took 3rd place, Ethan Crump from American Falls in 4th place  and Wes Matthews from Rockland 

capturing 5th place. 

Thanks to SRM members, including Julie Smith, who helped conduct regional events and to Scott 

Jenson, Karen Launchbaugh, Gretchen Hyde, and Susan Poland for overseeing the state event. This 

event was sponsored by the Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission and Peterson Chrysler-Dodge-

Jeep-Ram. 

Western National Rangeland  Event - These high scoring teams and individuals represented Idaho in 

the Western National Rangeland Career Development Event held November 8 and  9 on rangelands 

near Baker City, OR. In this event students from Idaho, Nevada, Utah, and Washington competed for 

top honors in the west. The team from Wells, NV took top place with Idaho well represented by 

Rockland FFA taking 2nd Place and Hagerman FFA in 3rd  place. 

To learn more about these events visit the Idaho website at: http://IdahoRangeCDE.org and Western 

National website at: https://wnrcde.org/. Drop Karen Launchbaugh a note (range@uidaho.edu) if 

you want to help students in your community develop their range skills or you can lend a hand in 

either of these events next fall. 

 

 

  

http://idahorangecde.org/
https://wnrcde.org/
mailto:range@uidaho.edu


ELECTION REMINDER  

Vote BY DECEMBER 17 on line at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BBY3KWF 

President Elect: 
The president elect serves as a member of the Idaho Section Board of Directors and as a member of 

the Parent Society’s Advisory Council.  They are responsible for planning and organizing the annual 

winter meeting and will work closely with the President in the supervising of Section affairs.  In the 

following year they will become president of the Section 

Thadd Strom for President –Elect: My name is Thadd Strom, I am the Range Program Manager for Idaho 

State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) in Boise. I moved to Idaho in spring 2017 to 

work as a Range Technician for Caribou Targhee NF, Palisades District. Fall 2017, I 

accepted a Range Management Specialist position with ISDA out of Twin Falls, ID 

where I worked until 2020. I hold a BS from Colorado State University in Natural 

Resource Management, with minors in Rangeland Ecology and GIS. 

My main hobbies include fly fishing and fly tying. I have worked previously for 8 years 

as a fly-fishing guide both full and part -time within Northern Colorado and Southern 

Wyoming. I enjoy float fishing the amazing rivers Idaho has to offer. During the winter 

months, I perform fly tying demonstrations at local fly shops as well as Fly Fishing shows 

and symposiums throughout the western US. 

My involvement with SRM started with Colorado State University’s Rangeland Ecology Club, the SRM student 

chapter. During that time, I served as chapter Vice president and had the opportunity to travel to the 2015 

Corpus Christi, TX. and 2016 St. George, UT. national meetings. There I competed in the student Range Cup 

competition, receiving second place two consecutive years. Through those years, I was active with the SRM 

Colorado section as student chapter representative. I am seeking this nomination to serve the Idaho chapter 

and would bring my enthusiasm for what I experienced with a strong student-section relationship. I believe as the 

Idaho Section improves our connections with the student chapters across Idaho that together we can learn 

more about Idaho's rangelands and the people associated with them. My aim would be to nurture these 

relationships which the Society can bring to students and young career professionals, so as to benefit all who 

work, depend, or play on the rangelands of Idaho, and beyond.        

Jessica Yates for President-Elect: I am a New Mexico native transplanted to Idaho in November of 2020  

(one year as of this month!). I grew up with a background of some farming and ranch 

work before discovering a love of rangelands and going on to get my Bachelor of 

Range Science degree from New Mexico State University. I started my career with the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as a rangeland trainee in the 

Pathways Internship program. When I graduated, I was permanently placed with NRCS 

as a Rangeland Management Specialist in 2016 and remained in New Mexico until 

2020, when I moved to Rigby, Idaho as a Resource Conservationist. I was introduced 

to SRM while in college and attended my first annual meeting in Oklahoma in 2013 

through NMSU Range Club. I have since become more involved with the SRM, 

including Oklahoma and Denver Annual Meetings, Award Committee, Youth Outreach Coordinator, Board of 

Directors position, updating the handbook for NMSRM, creating NMSRM Facebook page for more public 

outreach, a soil health demonstration during NMSRM’s winter annual meeting. And finally, I am part of the 

Planning Committee for the upcoming 2022 annual meeting in Albuquerque, NM. My roles are as follows: Native 

American Rangeland Advisory Committee, Public Outreach Committee (I am posting on SRM’s Facebook page 

with Andrew Antaya and Mary Jo along with NMSRM’s Facebook page), Ranch Rodeo Committee, Tradeshow 

Committee, and I was one of three with the Logo Committee (shared with Mathew McIntosh and Nicholas 

Padilla). Based on these contributions and enthusiasm for our professional society, I feel would be a great asset to 

ID SRM regardless of my candidacy selection moving forward. My goals if selected for this position would be to 

help prepare ID SRM for an in-person annual meeting in Boise. I felt like NM SRM was behind at times for 

preparations and I would like to make sure ID SRM isn’t in the same boat. My second goal is to get out to the 

rangelands in Idaho. I feel as though most of my rangeland experience has been tied to NRCS programs and I 

would like to change that. My last goal is to work with the Membership Committee to boost Idaho’s member 

presence. This will be challenging here since I am brand new to Idaho, but I look forward to it.  



Idaho Section Directors 
Directors serve on committees at the request of the President.  They attend and actively participate in 

all Section Board meetings and solicit requests, concerns, and suggestions from SRM members..  

Directors are voting members of the Board and serve for two years. 

Kaelie Peña for Lyman Richwine Director: Kaelie Peña is a Rangeland Management Specialist on the 

Salmon-Cobalt Ranger District of the Salmon-Challis National Forest in Salmon, ID. 

Before coming to Idaho, she worked on the Bridgeport Ranger District of the 

Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest out of Bridgeport, CA for 3 years, in addition to 

working two seasonal summers there as a Pathways Intern. Kaelie started her 

involvement with SRM in 2015 as a student and has continued to expand her 

involvement ever since. She has held several elected positions within SRM including 

Student Conclave Officer, Young Professionals Conclave Secretary, Vice President, 

and President; she is currently the YPC Past President. Over the years she has been an 

SRM Annual Meeting Intern and involved with both the Cal-Pac and Nevada Sections 

in various capacities. She currently sits on the SRM Membership Committee and is 

involved with the SRM Native American Resource Advisory Council (NARAC). Kaelie 

has a B.S. in Rangeland Resource Science with minors in Ecological Restoration and Fire Ecology from Humboldt 

State University. As an Idaho Section Director, Kaelie hopes to increase involvement in the Section across the 

various membership types and provide meaningful resources and opportunities to the Section membership 

across the state.  

Daniel Lauritzen for Southern Director: I graduated from the College of Southern Idaho (2018) with an 

Associates of Applied Science in Animal Science as well as gained a technical certificate in GIS and Geospatial 

Technology in order to make myself a well-rounded individual in my later studies. I graduated with a Bachelor’s 

degree (2020) in Rangeland Conservation from the University of Idaho. I am continuing my education with a 

Ph.D. in Natural Resources (2024) on innovative research topics that can help us better understand the world in 

which we live and make a meaningful impact on the world of rangeland management.     

I plan to obtain a career job in the Natural Resource field that would allow me to use the tools and skills that I 

have learned. That way, I will gain more experience and continue to develop and enhance my skills including, 

but not limited to: communication with people in the field, expertise in plant identification, and managing land in 

a way that befits all who live and work on it. I would love to rehabilitate the ecosystem, create respect, and 

foster environmental stewardship for not only wildlife, but for grazing land for livestock, recreation for humans, 

and future generation’s enjoyment. It is my goal not to have a job, but a career which I love to go to work.  

One of the goals I would have for this position (Southern Director) would be to enhance the presence of the 

Idaho Section SRM at FFA events such as the Idaho State Rangeland Assessment CDE and Western National 

Rangeland CDE. I would also like to help with current goals of the sitting directors, and provide thoughtful 

feedback and solutions for issues that are imperative for keeping Idaho rangelands productive and healthy, 

while providing a benefit to society.  
 

 


