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Upcomming Summer Tour/Event (July 21-22, 2022) 

This year’s Idaho Section SRM summer tour will be 

July 21-22 in Southeastern Idaho, centered on the 

Idaho Fish and Game’s Blackfoot River Wildlife 

Management Area on the headwaters of the 

Blackfoot River.  The tour will showcase public-

private partnerships supporting watershed scale 

restoration work across the landscape. On the 21st 

there will also be an optional field trip to see active 

and completed mining reclamation; pre-registration 

for this reclamation tour will be required. 

Summer tour details and sign up will be available 

early June and will be sent to members via email and will be posted on the Idaho SRM Section Web 

page, so mark your calendars and save the dates!  This is a great opportunity to see how private 

industry, private landowners, NGO’s and state and federal agencies have come together to benefit 

rangelands, watersheds, wildlife and the people who depend on them.  There will be plenty of time 

for catching up with colleagues and friends, and you can try your hand at fly fishing the world 

famous Blackfoot River for Yellowstone cutthroat trout! 

Watch the following video links to learn more about the partnerships and restoration work: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q25o45_k9J0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLbvvLqMMEA&t=11s 

 

SPRING 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q25o45_k9J0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLbvvLqMMEA&t=11s


President’s Message 

By: Faith Ryan 

Those darn high pressure ridges have moved us deep into 

the concern phase.  This illustration (from the University 

of Nebraska National Drought Mitigation Center) was 

inspired by I.R. Tannehill when he wrote in Drought: Its 

Causes and Effects in 1947: 

“We welcome the first clear day after a rainy spell. 

Rainless days continue for a time and we are pleased to 

have a long spell of such fine weather. It keeps on and we 

are a little worried. A few days more and we are really in 

trouble. The first rainless day in a spell of fine weather 

contributes as much to the drought as the last, but no one 

knows how serious it will be until the last dry day is gone and the rains have come again.” 

Drought still causes extreme hardship for farm and ranch families in a number of daunting ways. Besides 

affecting water supplies we have heard word of crop failure (e.g. winter wheat in west Texas). Producers, 

resource managers and educators also have their eye on natural resources of Idaho such as fish habitat and 

the quality/quantity of range vegetation. Drought effects ripple into businesses of all kinds, particularly 

those with direct reliance on natural resources.  

Drought regularly appears on the annually updated list of Billion-Dollar Disasters maintained by the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Those who lived in west Texas in the 1950s went for 

seven years without any rain. An old saying around there goes “Don’t marry your livestock.  You want to be 

ready to part with them when it’s time.” https://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/when-the-sky-ran-dry/ 

And people lost their land.  The late Elmer Kelton, a renowned western author gave account of this 

history-making drought in his book The Time It Never Rained, “There was little about the dry land that made 

a man feel like talking. There was comfort of sorts simply in the silent sharing of the misery.” And yet 

planning for, managing through, and recovering from drought brings out all the classic elements of 

leadership.  

Take the wide view with every stakeholder in your realm of responsibility to consider all the impacts over 

each phase of the drought.  Some impacts and risks are of greater importance to your situation than others, 

though admitting that all of them can be daunting when severe.  Given this, it is critical to marshal the 

resources and prioritize every action based on a comprehensive, clear-headed look at the impacts and risks. 

In all of this there is no substitute for working together. This continues to be the time to sustain 

relationships; advocate to agree on shared goals; demonstrate reasons to continue trust; include the 

knowledge, science and advice of those who are experienced; and keep striving for common understanding.  

Well, and all along the way treasure humor, a caring check-in with someone you love, and a little relaxing at 

the end of the day.    

Keep your eye on the trail and appreciate your good company.  

Faith 

P.S. A University of Idaho Extension page has links to help us during a drought: 
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/drought . There’s a good one on grazing and cattle production 
management if you want to skip right to it:  https://www.uidaho.edu/-/media/UIdaho-
Responsive/Files/Extension/topic/drought/Rangeland-Management-Before-During-After-Drought.pdf 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/summary-stats
https://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/when-the-sky-ran-dry/
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/drought
https://www.uidaho.edu/-/media/UIdaho-Responsive/Files/Extension/topic/drought/Rangeland-Management-Before-During-After-Drought.pdf?la=en&hash=273A10C8981E62D5A54956B50A50D6A777C0CD14
https://www.uidaho.edu/-/media/UIdaho-Responsive/Files/Extension/topic/drought/Rangeland-Management-Before-During-After-Drought.pdf?la=en&hash=273A10C8981E62D5A54956B50A50D6A777C0CD14


Southern Director Message 
By: Daniel Lauritzen 

Hello all! I wanted to share with you a little more about myself and what I am doing. I grew up with an 

agricultural background in the Magic Valley and always wanted to become a farmer just like my grandpa. I 

also really enjoyed spending time outside recreating in range and forest ecosystems. When I started FFA 

my freshman year of high school, I was introduced to natural resources management. I was fascinated 

with the amount of rangeland material that I already knew and did extremely well in the Rangeland CDE. 

Through FFA, I networked and became familiar with the possible pathways I could take to a career in 

Natural Resources and set my sights on a college degree.  

As I progressed through my early college career at the College of Southern Idaho, I learned more about 

plant and livestock interactions. At the University of Idaho, I was able to learn more about plant and soil 

interactions, in fact, I competed in several soil judging competitions. I was also able to explore the world 

of remote sensing and how we can use satellites to help us make management decisions. I’ve always 

wanted to learn more of the mechanisms of when, why, and how all of these rangeland variables create 

such a complex system. If you ask anyone, they would also say that I am a bit of a ‘plant nerd’, as I am 

always trying to ID plants.  

I am currently pursuing a Ph.D. degree from the University of Idaho looking at cheatgrass and bulbous 
bluegrass green-up. My research focuses on those soil and plant interactions at fine and broad scales. I am 
looking at weather and soil conditions that affect green-up on the ground with correlation of site specific 
remote cameras and weather stations. I hope to see similar patterns with satellite imagery and indices for 
broader, more cost effective implementation. I plan to create metrics that would allow managers to 
evaluate current conditions and implement adaptive grazing management to better target specific species 
at the allotment scale. Here is a picture of my favorite office in the world, I would not want to ‘work’ or 
play anywhere else! 

 

                       (Lead Draw, Pocatello, Idaho) 
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The Idaho Section SRM received appreciation from the University of Idaho Range Club for supporting 

their participation at the 75th Annual Society for Range Management meeting In Albuquerque, NM, 

February 2022. 

 

2022 Young Professional 
Conclave Early Career 

Award 
Awarded to: Kaelie Peña 

Kaelie Peña (Idaho Section Lyman Richwine 
Director) received the Young Professionals 
Conclave Outstanding Early Career Award at the 
Society for Range Management 75th Annual 
Meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico this year. 
The Award is presented by the Society to an 
individual member who has shown outstanding dedication to the Society within the first five years of their 
career. This award is meant as an encouragement for young professionals who make the difficult 
transition from SRM student member, to fully engaged professional members of the society. 

Peña is currently a Rangeland Management Specialist on the Salmon-Cobalt Ranger District of the 
Salmon-Challis National Forest in Salmon, Idaho. She started her career with the Forest Service as a 
Pathways Intern on the Bridgeport Ranger District of the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest in 
Bridgeport, California and was hired during the direct hiring event at the Corpus Christi SRM Annual 
Meeting in 2016. She worked as a Rangeland Management Specialist on the Bridgeport Ranger District 
from 2018-2021. 

Kaelie received a B.S. in Rangeland Resource Science from Humboldt State University in 2018 and is 
currently pursuing a Masters in Environmental Science from the University of Idaho. 

She has been involved with SRM since 2015, when she was a student member at Humboldt State 
University. Since that time, she has been very engaged in the Society, serving as a Student Conclave 
officer in 2016 and holding nearly all offices in the Young Professionals Conclave, including Secretary in 
2018, Vice President in 2019, President in 2020, and Past President in 2021. Peña volunteered at the 2018 
and 2019 Nevada Youth Range Camps and the 2020 Cal-Pac Youth Range Camp. 

Today, she is a Member of the SRM Membership Committee and is involved with other committees 
through her YPC role. She has been active in three Sections including, Cal-Pac, Nevada, and Idaho, and 
currently serves as an Idaho Section Director. 



 Idaho Section SRM 2022 Annual Business Meeting 
Summary 
By Meribeth Lomkin 

The Idaho Section’s Annual Business Meeting was held virtually January 12, 2022 on Zoom.  Sixteen 
members and guests were in attendance.   

President Mike Kuyper welcomed everyone to the meeting and announced the current Idaho Section 
officers.  The officers each gave a brief introduction of themselves.   

The meeting included a review of 2021 Section activities.   

Our summer tour, “Innovations in Managing Recreation Use” was held in Boise and Idaho City on June 
26 and 27, 2021.  “Hat’s Off” to Ruth Luke for developing the tour topic and providing a big start to the 
rest of the committee in lining up speakers and tour stops.   

The section also planned two “winter webinars”.  The first, led by Sean DiStefano and Jim Sprinkle on 
December 15, 2021, included plant identification information and tips using high quality digital scans of 
plant mounts for a group of perennial grasses.  Jim reviewed the principals of how animals select plants, 
including explanations of palatability and availability and provided photos with examples and how 
utilization changes from year to year and depending on management factors. Jim included photos with 
examples from Idaho and Arizona.  The second webinar “When a weed is not a weed” occurred March 
22, 2022.  Derek Tilley encouraged us to consider early seral species in initial restoration efforts after 
severe disturbance events, and provided photos and data from several locations in the Great Basin 
showing “mother nature’s” efforts to stabilize soils and facilitate a return to stable perennial plant 
communities with early seral species.  

Idaho Section Bylaws Revision has been completed!  The updated Bylaws have been approved by the 
Section membership and are posted on the Section website. 

Meribeth gave an overview of the High School Youth Forum and announced that the Idaho Section’s 
delegate for 2022 is Josiah Knapp, a Junior at Hagerman High School. 

The International SRM Meeting will be held in Boise February 12-16, 2023.  Meeting Co-Chairs Brian 
Thrift and Barry Irving described the meeting planning situation and the current annual meeting planning 
committee.  The co-chairs emphasized committees and positions in need of additional 
members/leadership.  The International Mountain Section and the Idaho Section are co-hosting the 
meeting to be held at the Grove Hotel and Boise Convention Center. 

We were honored to have Dr. Karen Launchbaugh, current President of the Society for Range 
Management, join the meeting.  Dr. Karen gave a presentation on the “State of the Society” including the 
inspirational message, “Let’s See What We Can Do!”.  

Dr. Karen also summarized the 2021 Virtual Annual SRM meeting and described the hybrid in-person 
and virtual annual meeting to be held in Albuquerque, NM in February.  She updated the Section on the 
SRM’s efforts to advance awareness and understanding of Rangelands, including SRM’s participation with 
other groups and individuals to encourage passage of a resolution at the UN for the designation of a 
“Year of Pastoralists and Rangelands”.  

Incoming Idaho SRM President Faith Ryan provided some great thoughts for the year ahead.  Outgoing 
Idaho SRM President Mike Kuyper awarded his President’s Award to Eric Winford.   



When a Weed is Not a Weed 

Idaho Section’s second winter webinar “When a Weed is Not a Weed” gave us plenty to think about. On 
March 22, 2022 Derek Tilley from the USDA Aberdeen Plant Materials Center encouraged us to consider 
early seral species in initial restoration efforts after severe disturbance events.  He provided photos and 
data from several locations in the Great Basin showing “mother nature’s” efforts to stabilize soils and 
facilitate a return to stable perennial plant communities with early seral species.  Thanks to the University 
of Idaho Rangeland Center you too can hear Derek describe the results of his studies and synthesis of 
new ideas in restoring rangelands at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EknTwMZ8q3Y 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EknTwMZ8q3Y

